ENGLANDS 


PVRGINGE FIRE 
Conteyninge twoPeti- 


£ons, the one to the Kinges moſt excellent 


Majeſty,the other to rhe High Courre of Par- 
liament heldatthis ryme in England. 


Shewimpe mn drverſe perticulers, how the Church m Englang 
mizht be ordered, yet more conformably to the Will of God 
reveiled in his Worde then at this day it 1s. 


Herewirhall 1s declared , the eycll and lamen- 
table effects ot our vnableand negligent Miniſters: 
and the happy fruit of our learned 
and painefull Paſtors. 


A Worke mot needefall for theiſe tymes , as ſervinge te 
ture away the Wrath and Indgements of God from this Lande), 
| through the removinge, ( accordinge to the Advertiſements 
2 hereia gtven ) ſuch diſorders and evells , as for Which 
the Wrath of God may be, and ts {indled againſt 
| this Land , and the Church thercin, 
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— Thus fa ;he Tord, ftand in the wayes. and beho!d, and af ke of the anz 
cient pats, which 4s the good warand walke therein,and ve ſhall Fude roR 
or yaur Soulcs, ; | 
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ENGLANDS 


PVRGINGE FIRE. 


To the Right Honorable , the Lords Spiri- 


tuall and Temporall of the upper Hovvle, 
vvith the Knights and Burgeſles of the 
loyver hovvle,aſſembled in the high 
Courte of Parliament, 


RIGHT HONORABLE, 


\b2 T pleaſed the Kinges moſt excellent Maſtie, 
5.7 wery lately to confeſf among you, that inthe 
== Civil affaires off this Kingdome , he founde 
not things anſwerable to that face , Which 
our excellent Government Would induce any 
E/NN man! have hope of ; Might it therefore 
i © þ& pleaſe this Honorable Aſſembly , to examine 
- - the State of this Lande,in Spiritual affaires 

e!ſo, we then the ſubjetts of this happy Kingedome may well have 
comforteable hope , of your happy ſucceſſe tn theiſe 4s in thoſe. 
It s truly 1 greate mea ſure of Happineſs to this Kingdome :1it 15 alſs 
#0 be —————_— to our Kinge 45 a ſingular Grace off his unto us , 
that the Ghoſpell of our Lord & Redeemer ts fieely preached tn this 
Kingdome, Solemne Divine Service maintayned, and people preſſed 
ro reforte on the Sabbaoth to both ; but becauſe the prevailinge of 
the Ghoſpell, in the lives and converſations of men t moſt accepta- 
ble to God ; and becauſe our people are not anſwercable berein 16 
the face of that excellent Government Which our Church carryes , 
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! mf humbly pray that 1 may petition this Courte,for an cutringe 
into an examination hereof alſo. For my part , I bavinge here in 
this Land drawen my firſt breath of this montall life , thinke my 
e!f- bounde, to imploy Whatſoeucr Grace ry God hath g5ven mee 
for the Good thereof; th:refore I have advuentured to expoſe my 
«fe to Ranger, 11 movinge 104 10 veuchſafe your examination , of 
the St.ue alſo of the Churchin this Kinzedome. Thu high, (and 
v-&rthily Highe ) Conrte , hath here to fire taken care,that God be 
both folemnely wor ſhipped,and alſo ſerved inthis Land by peoples 
ob:dicnce acknowiedgnge that this is the Heancs to put away pus 
niſhments and plagues from this Lande : As therefore the Ghoſpelt 
ts not [ent by God to be hearde onely by our people , but to be obeyed 
alſo , by their ordering their life and conver ſation thereaſtcy, or 
otherwiſe ſerves vnto condemnation, rather then to Salvation, (g 
urciy it Will tarne from us puniſhments and placucs, and infleade 
of rhem will bringe wpon us holy favours and Bleſſings , if you 
take care of the peoples livinge as becommeth Saintts. For the fur. 
theringe Whereof , I by 4 Writinge adventured many yeares ſence 
to petition bis ſacred Wajeſtie , declaringe therein the perticulers 
Whercin I pet ztioned bis Roy all Aſsiſtance: If it ſhall pleaſe you 
( Right Honorable_) thatT , for diſcharge of my Conſcience, may 
exhibit unto you the copie (well neexe) of the ſame,that ſo bath hzs 
ſacred Majeitie may be put in remembrance thereof, in this ſo fit a 
tyme for this motion: and allo you may bee eccaſioned , 23 you proe 
feſſedly render, fo now alſo 10 further the good of thu Church, yous 
ſhall ſhew to me a Chriitian f i0-0ur ,and 1 ſhall pray for yon thas 
God Will ſecond With happy ſucerſs all your pigs indeavinrs, 


Your LotPs in all bounden Duty, 
THOMAS PROCTOR, 


MOST EXCELLENT 


M AIEST Y: 


ESRD O my heartes iopc,and to the ioye of all 
gcod Chriſtians, have you{my moſt gra» 


(GEER, tious Lord and Kinge)made krovven to 
ISE&2 the vvorlde by vviitinge, your knoyvs 
= ledge of the office ofa Chriſtian Kinge, 
DD —_ s eo? X es 
Baa As vvhcre you vvrite, That Chiiſtian 


ADD Kinrges within thcirowne Dowinions, 
, —arc, to Governc thc Church, to com» 
mande obedience to be given to the vvorde of God, yea and 
to Reforme Religion , according to Gods preiCtibed vyill, 
Which Ofkce , { moſt mighty , and dread Soveraigne ) vvell 
may you perfour me: longe may you live,vvell to peifourme 
the fame , vvithin theiſe your moſt flouril hinge Finge- 
domes. Imiratinge herein the good Kinges of liracl] and 
Judah , vvhom and vvhoſe AQtions in Governinge ihe 
Church, your Majeily hath ſet before Chriltjan Fi.ges -nd 
Az Princes 
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Princes as examples unto them , for thelr tulinge over the 
Chriſtian Church, vvithin their ſeucrall Dominions. Which 
excellent knovvledge and religious Care of your Majeſties ſo 
made cuident to the vvoride, put me in good hope that it 
vvould not be diſpleafinge varo you, if colle&inge out of 
Scripture ſome of the ſpeciall As of thoſe good Kinges of 
Iſracll and Indah, I thereby tooke occaſion to vvrite vnto ' 
your Majeſty of ſome thinges of greate importice,vvhercin 
the Church of God in England ncedcth the redreſs of your 
poyverfull hande, Which thinge (Dread Soucraigne ) I have 
not done,cither vvith any vaine conceipr, thinking to better 
by inſtruQion your excellent knovvledge : or vvith any in- 
ſufferable preſumption ,in preſſinge your executis of Royall 
Datyes vvith more haſt then convenience; but onely, that I 
might diſcharge a Chriſtian Duty , by petitioninge your 
povverfull Aſſiſtance in ſome things, vvherein your tymely 
hcelpe may greately further the good of the Church of God. 
Neither traly is there any thinge better befittinge your Roy- 
all hande, then is the yeildinge ſuccour to the Church of 
God, in thoſe things vyhercin ſhee greately needeth in theiſe 
tymes your aide ; For, thus to doe , is not onely the perfour- 
mance of avery ſpeciall duty of the kingely office, but alſo, 
it is an cterniznge of your fame, in the eternal continuance 
of the Church, Hovy pretious a Name, hovyv longe dus 
ringe a Fame , have thoſe good Kinges of Iſracll and Iudah 
obtcined, by vyhoſe bleſſed hands tymely aſſiſtice yvas yeil- 
ded to the Church of God ? V Vhat marble Monument of 
theirs like this ? V Vhat other AQ of theirs is comparable to 
this? Their marble monuments are mouldrcd : and their 
other Ads hovyv greate and famous ſo cuer, yet make they 
not their Name and Memoriall fo bleſſed, as doth the Re. 
corde of thoſe things done by them, in ordeninge the Chur- 
Ches Gouerment according to Gods preſcribed yyill, Ho- 

pinge 
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7, 
pinge therefore, both of your Majeſties beinge like mynded 
vvith theſe good Kings, and alſo of your gratious acceptance 
of this my poore vvritinge , vvritten for the good of this 
Church of Englande, Ihumbly pray, that I may prooceede, 
firſt,to collect out of the Scriptures ſome of the ſpeciall Atts 
of the good Kinges of Ifraell and Iudah concerninge this 
matter of orderinge the Church : and ſecondly, ( takinge oc. 
caſion therefrom) to ſhevy,vvherein,or in vyhat needefulſ[ 
perticulers, I (inall humility ) crave your Royal Poyverfuly 
Aſſiſtance. 


_— tl 
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F David We ryeade, r. Chroa, 24, 3* That he diitributed 

Zadock of the ſonnes of Eleazar,and Ahimilech of the ſonnes 
of Ithamar, accordinge to their Offices im their CMiniitration, 
Ceaine ; Of Hezekiah we reade, 2.Chron,z7, 2: That he appoin- 
zed the conrſes of the Preiſts and Levits,by their turnes,euery man 
accordinge to his office , both Preiſts and Leuits, for the burnts Of. 
ferings and peace Offerings, to Miniſter and to grve thancks, & to 
bra, inthe gates of the tents of the Lord. Againe , Wwe reade of 
the ſame Kinge, 2. Chron, 24, 25: That he appointed alſo the Le- 
wVits in the houſe of the Lord, with Cymbals, with Viols, and With 
Harps , accordinge to the commandement of David , and Gad the 
Kinges Seer , and Nathan the Prophct : for the commandement 
( noreth thu Scripture) Was by the Hande of the Lord,and by the 
bande of his Prophets. 


Hence vve have evidence, that the Kinges Office ſtreat- 
cheth , toorder the Fccleſiaſtical Miniſters & Miniſtrations, 
accordinge to the Ordinance or Commandement of God ; 
therefore 


$, 

therefore Kinges are Gods Miniſters , to ſee that ſuch Eccle- 
flaticall O:Kcers & Offices as God ordeyned in the Church, 
be founde in the Church of God yvithia their ſeucrall Do. 
minions, But hovy cann Kinges vnder the Chriſtianity doe 
this, if they have not poyver overt thoſe, in vvhom is the 
povver of Ordeyninge Eccleſiaſtical Miniiters,conſtreyninge 
them ( ifncede be) to ordeine ſuch Miniſters as neede? For 
Miniſters muſt firſt be, before they can be diltribured tothe 
ſcucrall Offices;neither can our Kinges diſtribute Miniſters 
to rhe (euerall Offices, if they have not power over thoſe by 
who eccleſiaſtical Ordination is conveyed. Vader the Lawe, 
Miniſters yvere propagated by Generatio ; vnder the Ghot- 
pel they are propagated by Ordination ; therefore yyhere 
Miniſters vvaat to be diſtributed to due Olhices, the Kinge 
is Gods Miniſter tocon(treine (if necede be) the Miniſter 
vyho hath poyver of Ordiration, to ordcine Miniſters for 
ncedefull offices. Such eccleſiaſticall Miniſters therefore, as 
God by his vyoorde preſerved in Scripture, giucs us light & 
yyarrant for that they ought to bein the Church , vve may 
petition your Majeſtie that they be ordeined and diſtributed 
to their appointed Offices, if our Cleargy in vvhom is the 
povyer of Ordination be hercin negligent. Truc it is, that 
this Church hath bene very happy, in its preſervinge inthe 
Reformation, Arch-Biſhops, Biſhops, Preifls,and Deacons: 
and vveof rhciſe tymes are herein hkevviſe happy , that 
ſuch are continued in this Church vyi:h your Majeſtics gra» 
tious alloyvance ; therefore I am not in this Chapter to 
p:tition for the ordeyninge of ſuch Miniſters. T hat vyhich 
I p:tition your Majeſtic for in this Chapter is : 

I. That ſuch ccclcfiaſticall Officers as are wantirge in our 

Church, may be ordeyned in this Church. 
$S. ThatDa iſhes, Biſhapdomes,and ArchBil hopdomecs, 
mey be conveniently bounded, 
3. That 
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2. That you continve to free this Church,from all forreine 


and unlay full eccleſtaſticall uturpations & Powers. 


aw = 16 Othicers which I acconmpt to wante 
unto bur Church, are, Lay Elders or Governours in eve» 
ry Parriſh Church, who,with, though under the Cleargy in 
that Church, ſhould Governe the Church in that Parriſh. 
But becauſe theiſe are not onely no? as yet admitted in this 
Church , butalſoarc by our Cleargy comtemptuouſly writ. 
ten of,and ſpoaken againſt, therefore I humbly pray , thatl 
may, firſt,ſhew by the vvord of God in Scripture , that God 
Ordeined ſuch in the Church; and ſecondly, that I may anſ(- 
were ſome queſtions which may be moved concerning 
ſuch. 

The Apoſtle S.Paule,r, Cor. 1 2,28,faith thus; And God 
hath ordcined ſome in the Chutrch,as tirſt Apoſtles, fecondly 
Prophets,thirdly Teachers,then them that doe Miracles : af- 
ter that, the guifts of healinge, Helpers, Governours, 4iver- 
ſitic of tongues. From vvhich Scriprurc appeares , that by 
Gods Ordinance there vvcrein thoſe time Governours in 
the Church, which both were inferior to Teackers, and alſo 
were not Teachers. That they were to be inferior to Teas 
chers appeares , in that they arerankcd in order farr under 
Teachers : for as Teachers here rancked under Apoſtles in 
Order,were doubtleſs inferior to Apoſtles, ſothcife Gover- 
nours thus rancked under Teachers in Ordcr, were inferior 
to Teachers, And that they were not Teachers may appcare, 
in that, verſe, 29, the Apoltle ſaith : Are all Apoſtles ? areall 
Prophets ? are all Teachers ? for this manner interrogation 
of the Apoſtles proves, that as all Teachers were not Apolt- 
les, ſo thoſe named after Teachers were not Teachers. And 
indeede why ſaith the Apoſtic, areall Teachers ? if it miply 
not , that thoſe which follow Teachers were not to be Tea- 
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0. 
chers ? I conclude therefore from this Scripture , that it was 
Gods owne O-dinance, that there ſhould be in the Church 
a ſorie of Governours beliucs Teachers , and uw hich might 
not be Teachers. 

To this wee may add yet a further evidence for this , 
which we have by anocher portion of Scripture, as, 1. Tim, 
$,17,wherewe thus reade : The Elders that Rule well, are 
worthic of double Honour : ſpecially they that labour in the 
vvorde and Doctrine. Where, the Apolile not proccedinge 
from Teachinge ro labouringe in Teachinge , but from Ru. 
linge to laboutinge in the vvorde , this a:gues undeniably, 
that ſome for Rulinge v- ell oncly , were worthy of double 
Honor , For when the Apoſt'e ſaith , The Elders that Ru'e 
well are vvorthic of double Honour, who cann deny double 
honor to theiſc if 1hey onely Ruledyvell , and Tar ght not 
at all? Thercfore I cannot but conclude, that in thoſe times 
there vvere Governours in the Church , v ho for. Rulinge 
well onely, though they laboured not in the vyorde , vere 
worthy of double Honor. And indeede if here we ſhould 
take the conltrution which ſome make of this fpeach, wher 
they fay,that here the Apoltle meancs that all theiſe Elders 
are Teachers, and that he ſpecially commends fome of them 
for labouringe , or taking more paines in the'vvorde then 
others rooke.then it would followe firſt,that not for Ruling 
well oncly ſome were to have double Honor, (which thing is 
direQly againſt this Scripture):ſecondlythat ſome Teachers 
wereworthy of double honor for Rulinge well onely , 
the ugh they Taught nor at all; but this were an error not to 
be conceaved in the Apoſtle , ſcing not to Teach but onely 
Rule,is in a Teacher or Preacher of the Ghoſpell, ſuch a Ne. 
gic of a very ſpeciall Duty, as that ſuch Teacher is worthy 
raiher of Reproofe and Puniſhment then of double Ho. 


aor. Morcoycr , ifthe Apoltle would have us undciftande, 
lat 
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that ſome Teachers are worthy of double Honor for Rulinge 
well , but ſpecially ſuch as labour more painefully in Tea- 
| Chinge, then it had bene fit he { hould have ſaid : Thoſe El* 
ders that teach and Rule well, arc worthy ot double Honor : 
ipecially they that labour in the vvord more then others : 
for verily,it is an unfit ſkiypinge from Rulinge , to a degree 
of Compariſon in Teachinge Lally, feing Preachipge is a 
iabour, the Apoſtle might well ſay, ſpecially they that labour 
and yet without making uſe of any compariſon betwecne 
themand other Teachers ; neither indeede cann it be (aid, 
that any one that Teacheth at all, labourcth not in the worde 
and Dofryne, Theiſe things conſidered, we have good 
warrant from this Scripture to colle and affime : That in 
aſmuch as none may deny but that by this ſpeach, ſome were 
to have double Honour though they Ruled well onely: And 
inaſmuch as no Teacher but deſcrvs reproofe if heK ule well 
vnely and Teach not ; Therefore here is an evidence, That 
the Chriſtian Church was to have in it Elders,who were not 
to be Teachers but Rulers onely. This evidence from ſacred 
Scripture for ſuch Governours conſidered , how cann any 
ſafely oppoſe the worke of one of the (peciall Angells of the 
Reformation , even Calvin, in his reftoringe ſuch to the 
Church of God? Doubtlels a ſpeciall AQ of a ſpeciall An- 
gell of the Reformation , is no ſmale bond unto the reſt of 
the Churches Reformed , ſpecially when it hath this Light 
from Scripture,of the correſpondence thereof to the Ordi- 
nanceof God , in the firſt and Apoſtolically planted Chur- 
ches. Thus having proved,that Governours v howere not 
Teachers,were yet ordeined by God to bein the Church , I 
now pray that I may proceede , troanſwercertaine queſtions, 
which may by ſome be moved cocerning ſi. ch Gorernours. 

Some may fay : If .-heiſe were then in th+ Charch, yer,is 
there any necelity that ſuch ſhould be row alſo in our 
Þ 2 Church? 


*y 
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Church * I anſwere, Though all Officers and'Offices » hich 
we fynde by Scripture to have bene in the Church , bc not 
necetl ily to be now allo in our iymcs in ihe Church, (tor 
vverealof Apoſtles , Prophets to foretell things , alioof 
vvoikers of Miracles , Speakers of Torgues, Interpreters of 
Tongues, &c: all which being by extraordinary Guitts of the 
Spirit,the Guift failinge,the Office and Officer faileth allo ) 
yet , ſuch Offices as might be cxccuned viithout ſuch cxtia« 
dinary Gifts , vvcre io be continued in the Church, And 
indcede vvhy have vve Arch-Bil hops , Bil hops , Piciſts , 
and D acons, if not becaule ſuch were ordeyned in the firſt 
plantation of the Church , and n:jght be continued by Or. 
dination vvithoat any Neede of any extraordinary Guifts of 
the Spirit ? Asthercfore vve are ncceſſa:1ly to follow the 
example of Gods Ordinance in the beginning for theile, ſo 
the ſame cxample is a bond , for the Churches havinge 
in it alſo ſuch Governours as now I vviite of, To conclude, 
as in the Reformation we retayne ſuch Cleargy and Offices , 
As which have ſome cvidence in holy Scripture to be plan- 
ted by Gods Ordinance in the Church in the firit tymes , fo 
this evidence in Scripture for Governours who ate not to 
be Teachers, ought to be a bond to the Church , to reſtore 
this Ordinance of God 1o.the Church in the Reformation 
made, For ſcinge vyvye followe not Tradition vvithour 
ſome evidence in Scripture for other Offices of our Cleargy, 
yvc ought not tofollowe the corruption and negleRt of Tra. 
dition , againſt the Scriptures light yeilded us for fuch Goe 
Vcrnoutrs as now I yyrite. Let us not therefore kick a- 
gainſt Gods Ordinance : Let us not deſpiſc it as a neede- 
leſs thinge : Let us not bringe downe viſitations upon us 
for ſuch negleRt : Let us not ſay all is alrcady vvcll Re- 
formed , vvhen yet ſuch Governours are not in our 


Chutch ; but rather let us meckely bears the yoake - = 
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Oidinance of Godalſo , that ſoour people and Congregas» 
tions may hereby be the more Chriſtianly Governed, Cann 
yVC thinke that the Negle@ of ſuch an Ordinance of God , 
vvill not breede a dcfc inthe vvell Gorerniyge of the 
Church ? Doub leſs, as all the Ordinances of God rended 
to : he furtherance of the Gholpells outipreadinge, and well 
Governinge them converted by the Gheſpcil , lo u here ſo 
ſpeaciall an Ordinance is omitted,as is this of plantinge Go- 
vernours vrhoare not Teachers, therc , both the Ghotl- 
pell vvill theleſs prevaile, and the people alſo vvill be the 
more negligent , to bringe fourth the fruits thereof in their 
life and converſation. Doe but locke upon the difference 
of people , andeffct ofthe Ghoſpell , vihere fuch Go- 
vernours are , and yvherethey arc not reſtored, and by the 
evidence vyhich expericnce ycilds , be movcd to acknow = 
ledge the Benet of reftoringe this Ordinance of the 
Lords. 

Againe ſome may ſay : How have theife failed all this tyme ? 
To this alſo 1 anſwcre , It is indeede uncertaine hovy ; 
but yer , ſcinge' vve fynde bythe vvorde of God that by 
Gods Ordinance ſuch vvere planred in the Church , vve 
have good cauſe to Belceve , that by ſome corruption of 
Tradition they failed. For my parte , I conceave , ]hat 
foone eficr the Apoſtles tymes, the Church converted all 
Church Officers into Clcargy , and by makinge all Clear. 
gy , the uſe of Lay Goyernours failed. Morcover , the 
convertinge them into Clcargy , might occaſion that 
they were not founde in after tyme in every Church , 
becauſe of the inſupportable burthcn of every Church or 
Congregations maintayninge of its Charge many Pcr- 
ſons. 

Againe ſome may ſay : are they then 10 be LaycMen? I 


anſwere, ycs; for if God exempt not any as for his Cleargy 
B 3 from 
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from labourinze for their owne Meanes , but ſuch as Preach 
the Ghoſpell , none who are not Preachers of the Ghoſpell 
are may beaccoumpred Cleargy; But thele ( as before 1 have 
proved) were not to be Teachers or Preachers of the Ghol- 
pcll, therefore they were not to be of the Cleargy, but of the 
Laicty, And that none but thoſe who Pceach the Gholſpell, 
cxempted as Gods Cleargy from labour , may appeare by 
that whichthe Apoſtle, 1,Cor.g, 14 ſaith, in thciſe wordes : 
So allo hath the Lord Ordcined, that they which Preach the 
Ghoſpell ſhould live of the Ghoſpell. And verſe,6, he ſaith: 
Or lonely and Barnabas , have not we power not to wot ke ? 
who fecdeth a flock, and cateth not of the milk of the flock ? 
Where we ſce, that it is the Miniſtration of the Ghoſpell , 
that conferrs upon any this Priviledge , that he is not to 
worke for his livinge,but is to be maintayned of the Charge 
of Gods People. Now Cleargy is as much as Gods Lot , ct 
apart to be mainrayned of : heCharge of Gods people, for the 
Service they do to God for others ; therefore none but ſuch 
may be accoumpted Gods Cleargy. Moreover,if ihe Apoſtle 
arguefor this Priviledge from any ones Preaching the Ghol. 
pell, how ſhall we vyartantably eaſe our ſelvs, of that rabble 
of Popiſh Cleargy, w hich by corruption of TraditionPopery 
would thruſt upon us if we underſtande not the Apoſtle 
here, thar oncly they who feede the flock by Preaching, are 
to beaccoumptcd for Cleargy f? If it be now obictcd, that 
Deicons are Cleargy,and yet Deacons Preach noruntill they 
be licenſed, then I anſwer, That Neacons may þe reſtreyned, 
not for that they may not Peach by right, but for that they 
ſhould fi & betricd and proved, leaſt being yonge Students 
they preach cvell Dofryne through ignorance. And i1 deede 
we fyndinge 1n Scrip:ure , that Deacons remayninge Dea- 
cons were Preachers, Ats,6,8 , and, $,5, vve may viell ſay 
that Dcaconsas Deacons have right to Preach, But here 
vvec 


$2 
yre fynde Governours who are not to be Teachers;thercfore 
thciſe cannot claime the Priviledge of Clcargy as may Dea- 
£0ns. 

I conclyde therefore, that ſeing Gods Cleargy is as his Lot 
to be matarayned at the Charge of his People: and ieing the 
Apoltle claimes this for Picachinge the vvord , ithciefore 
thcile Governouts not being to be Teachers , have no right 
tv be of the Cleargy, but are ro be Lay Elders. 

Againe, ſvme may ſay : But muſt ſuch be in eyery Parriſh 
Chuich? I anſ»cr,yes: For As 14,23. we reade thus: And 
when they had ordeyned them Ejders by ElcQtion 1n every 
Chutrch, they commended them to the Lord in w hom they 
Beleeved ; if then in every Church there were ordeyned a 
plurality of Elders , ſafeſt it is to have many Elders in every 
Church. Moreover,fcinge here it1s ſaid that Elders ( imply- 
inge many) were ordeyncd incvery Church:andicing vve 
have before proved , that in theſerymes there were in the 
C hurch, Hers who cnely Ruled, and taught not : and ſcing 
itis not likely that the Apoſtle, would fo ſoone Charge 
cycry Church» ith many Cleargy ; therefore n oft 11kely it 
is,that theile Elders vv« re many , being pane Cleargy fer 
Rulinge and Teachinge, parte Lay Elders ſerving fo. Rule 
onely, And indecde, ſcing the Apoftle commended the 
Churches to the Lord,it a1gues,that he had furr it hed them 
with ſuch Elde1s,as in thoſe tymes vyere ordeyned by God to 
bc in the Church;bvt | have before proved,that God ordey- 
ned Governuurs who were not Teachers, aſwell as Teachcrs 
whoalſo Governed; :hercfore we may not thinke , that the 
Apofltle left theiſe Churches defcAive in either of theile, 
Furthermore , ſcing every Congregation is neccflaiily to 
have a Teaching Elder , ( for, ſhovld a flock be without a 
Shephcarde) every Congregation is likewile to have |vCch Ec- 
clcfiaſticall Officers as are under Teachers;tor though every 
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from labourinze for their owne Meanes , but ſuch as Preach 
the Ghoſpell , none who are not Preachers of the Gholpell 
are may beaccoumpred Cleargy; But thele ( as before I have 
proved) were not to be Teachers or Preachers of the Ghol- 
pcll, therefore they were not to beof the Cleargy, but of the 
Laicty, And that none but thoſe who Preach the Ghoſpell, 
cxempted as Gods Cleargy from labour , may appeare by 
that which the Apoltle, 1,Cor.g, 14 ſaith, in rthciſe wordes : 
So alſo hath the Lord Ordcined, that they which Preach the 
Ghoſpell ſhould live of the Ghoſpell. And verſe,s, he ſaith: 
Or lonely and Barnabas , have not we power not to wot ke ? 
who fecdeth a flock, and cateth not of the milk of the flock ? 
Where we ce, that it is the Miniſtration of the Ghoſpell , 
thar conferrs upon any this Priviledge , that he is not to 
worke for his livinge,but is to be maintay nes of the Charge 
of Guds People. Now Cleargy is as much as Gods Lot , ſect 
apart to be maintayned of ; heCharge of Gods people, for the 
Service they do to God for others ; therefore none but ſuch 
may be accoumpted Gods Cleargy. Moreover,if ihe Apoſtle 
arguefor this Priviledge from any ones Preaching the Ghol. 
pell, how ſhall we vyartantably eaſe our ſelvs, of that rabble 
of Popiſh Cleargy, w hich by corruption of TraditiunPopery 
would thruſt upon us if we underſtande not the Apoſtle 
here, thar oncly they who feede the flock by Preaching, are 
to beaccoumptcd for Cleargy f If it be now obictcd, that 
De.cons are Cleargy,and yet Deacons Preach noruntill they 
be licenſed, then I anſwer, That Neacons may þe reſtreyned, 
not for that they may nor Picach by right, but for that they 
ſhould fi & berricd and proved, leaſt being yonge Students 
they preach cvellDoQryne through ignorance. And i1 deede 
we fyndinge 1n Scrip:ure , that Deacons remayninge Dea- 
cons were Preachers, AQs,6,8 , and, 8,5, vve may vicll ſay 
that Dcaconsas Deacons have right to Preach, Bur here 
vve 
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yre fynde Governours who arc not to be Teachers;thercfore 
theife cannot claime the Priviledge of Clcargy as may Dea- 
£0ns. . 

I conclvde therefore, that ſeing Gods Cleargy 1s as his Lot 
to be matarayned at the Charge of his People: and ieing the 
Apoltle claimes this for Picachinge the vvord , ithciefore 
thcile Governouis not being to be Teachers , have no right 
tu be of the Cleargy, but are ro be Lay Elders. 

Againe, ſome may ſay : But muſt ſuch be in eyery Parriſh 
Chuich? 1 anſ»er,yes: For As 14,23. wereade thus: And 
when they had ordeyned them Elders by Elction 10 every 
Church, they commended them to the Lord in w hom they 
Beleeved ; if then in every Church there were oxdcyned a 
pluraliry of Elders , ſafeſt it is to have many Elders in every 
Church. Moreover,ſcingec here it 1s ſaid that Elders ( imply- 
inge many) were ordeyncd in cvery Church:andicing vve 
have before proved , that in theſertymes there were in the 
C hurch, tders who onely Ruled, and taught not : and icing 
its nor likely that the Apoſtle , would fo ſoone Charge 
every Church» ith many Cleargy ; therefore n oft 11kely it 
is,that theiſe Elders vv« re many , being parte Clergy fer 
Rulinge and Teachinge, parte Lay Elders ſcrvirg fo. Rule 
onely, And indecde, ſcing the Apoftle commended the 
Churches to the Lord,it a1gues,that he had furr it hed them 
with ſuch Elde1s,as in thoſe tymes vyere ordeyncd by God to 
bein the Church;but | have before proved,that God ordey-. 
ned Governuurs who were not Teachers, aſwell as Teachcrs 
whoalſo Governed;:hercfore we may not thinke , that the 
Apofllc left theiſe C burches defcAive in either of theile, 
Furthermore , ſcing every Congregation is neccflarily to 
have a Teaching Elder , ( for, ſhovld a flock be without a 
Shephcardc) every Congregation is likewiſe to have |vCh Ec- 
clcſiaſticall Officers as are under Teachers;for though every 
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Congregition be not to have thoſe Offices above Teachers, 
and which arc ſet over Tcachers , ſuch as are Bit hops, and 
Arch-Biſhops, yet, ſuch Offices as arc under Teachers cyery 

Congregation is neceGlarily to have. 
Toconclude, ſcingea Parriſh Church cannot be denied 
to be a church, therefore neceſſarily it ought to have 1n it , 
as Elders to Teach, ſo Elders ro Rule onely : for the defect in 
cither of theiſc, would ſurely produce a defect in the Gover. 
ninge of the ſame. For this cauſe we may not content our 
ſclvs with our Civill Lavvyers onely, ſcinge they arenot iu 
every Church, but onely inthe whole church of a Biſhop- 
dome, andin the Bil hops couite onely. Neither may we 
take our Church vvardens and Side Men for thciſe Gover. 
nours , ſcinge they have not Power of ludgemcnt and Pu- 
nil hment ; vv thereas Goverment is lame of one hand if it 
hare not this Power. Surely therefore, accordinge to Gods 
Ordinance,cvery church which hathany Eldersin it , 1s to 
have a Goverment by Elders ; but Governinge implics 
power of Iudginge and Punil hinge , therefore cvery church 
i5 to have this power in it , as1t vvill not be defeftive in 1s 
Goverment, Verily, if wc looke upon ourpcople in En. 
gland , obſcrvinge their life and converſation in every Par. 
riſh, vve may well ſay that hcre vvants the Goverment in 
every Parriſh which here we ſee the Lord ordeined: For,our 
pcoplcftorthe molt parte, contentinge themſelves rocome 
to church onely , and ſatisfye the Law c by hearinge Divine 
$crvice and the vvorde Preached, never make conſcience of 
livinge alſo thereafter , and this for vyant of feeling neere 
them the Power of this Parif hionall Goverment. For 
vyhilſt at home in their Parriſh they may uſe unchriſtjan 
Liberty in their ations and Talks , ſo long as they keepe 
themſclys from ſo offendinge , as that the Lawe takes hold of 
them , our people arc metyailous careleſs of oblcervinge in 
their 
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their ſpeach, the holy reftreinte of the Ghoſpel!. But if they 
fawe ncere them in their owne Parriſh , a Teacher, and a 
Deacon, for Cleargy, and ſome of their Neighbours of the 
Laiety, havinge Power to call the diſorderly to Accoumptes, 
and to Puniſh them who live not as the Ghoſpcll requires, 
then, what wich the neerenel(s of the obſervinge eyes of the (ec 
Governours,and what with the ſence of their power to Iudge 
& Puniſh them, if they obſerve not the Ghoſpell in their 
life and Converſation , a holy Awe would fall upon Gods 
people in every Parriſh, cauſinge an ab(tayninge from un- 
fcemely As and Convertation. And this much the rather, 
becauſe theiſe Governours dwellinge here and there among 
them,they are ncete tn every quarter of the Parriſh, to have 
know iedge of ſuch as make no conſcience to live and con- 
ver(z 2s beſcemeth Chriſtians. Therefore aſwell for the 
utility to Gods people, which vvould ariſe by the havinge in 
every Parriſh,diverſc ofthe Anticnt, godly , and honelt of 
the Latety,to Governc in the Parriſh , as for this evidence 
from Sccipture,that ſuch yvcre orderned inevery Chuich , 
we ſhould be moved tu receave willingely,the ordeyning of 
fuch in every Parriſh Church. 1fit be obicted, rhat here 
every City, not every Church & meant, then I anſ« ere, That in 
thoſe tymesit is likely , that ſome Cityes had but one Con- 
zregation , and beinge ſo,then to ſay of them, every Cuity,or 
cvery Church,is to one effef; neither truly is it ikely,that fo 
ſoone every City affoorded many Churches, Morcover , 
ieinge it was Churches, not Cityzes, that were to be thus or- 
dered,we are rather to underſtande every Church,then every 
City tor thcite reaſons I conclude, that it is ſafelt and moſt 
proffitabie,that every Parriſh-Church have ordeyned in it, 
Lay Elders to Governe oncly, atwell as Cleargy Elders, v ho 
bh are ro Teach and Governe. Ifit be ſaid rhar every Par- 
riſ h-Church havinge Cieargy Elders 4,4 Teacher or Paſ/or and 4 
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Deaton,then thu Scripture makes nothinge for Lay Elders,then to 
this Ianſwere, That ſ(cinge there is evidence ,. that in thoſe 
tymes there were Elders which Ruled and Taught,and Elders 
which Ruled onely and taught not, therefore fitteſt it is, that 
here we underſtande not a plurality of Clcargy Elders onely, 
but rather parte Cleargy part Laicty. 

Againe, ſome may ſay » How many mnſt they be in Nymber ? 
I anſ(were, ſcinge we reade of Elders ordeyned , without tea. 
dinge alſo any ſet Number , therefore the Church is not 


 bounde to obſerve any ſet or certaine Number. As the Par. 


riſh therefore is more or leſs in circuit of grounde or quan. 
tety of people,ſo theiſe Governours may be more or fewer : 
for where a Parriſh is narrow of boundes, though it conteyn. 
much pcople, yct three or fower of theiſe Governours may 
ſerve, ſeinge they are neere in neighbourhood to every one 
of thcParriſh ;w hereas where the Parriſhe is large of circuit, 
there it is needefull that they be ſever. or cight: ,, to the end 
that their dwellinge may be here and there , to be necre tro 
thoſe of the Parriſh in every quarter 1o obſerve them. 
Againe,ſome may ſay, What & their Off ice? lanſwere,ſeinge 
they are calied Governours and Rulers , and yct inferior to 
Tcachers,it implies, that they, with, though under the Clear. 
gy of a Parriſh, ſhould Governe the pcople of the Parriſh. 
And ſeinge Goverment is lame; where Power of Iudginge &. 
Paniſhinge is wantinge; therefore , ( as vve would not con. 
ccave the Lord togive a Lame Ordinance 10 his Church ) 
we are to Bclceve, that theiſe Governours ſ hould aſſiſt the 
Cleargy,in ludginge and Puniſhinge with eccleſiaſtical Pu. 
niſhments,ſuch in the Parriſh, as obſerve not the Ghoſpel! 
in their life and converſation. If here it be obiced', that 
then I make them: Miniiters of the ſame Power in bindinge and 
[ooſinge,as the Lord committed to the Cleargy onely , I anſwere , 


No; for there is difference betwixt byndinge and Joolinge the 
ſinnc 


19, 

Anne its ſclfe,and inflitinge or refeaſinge of Puniſhments: 
there is difference betweene byndinge a Man in his finne, or 
loolioge him from it, and puniſhinge a Man with ecclcſia- 
ſticall Puni( hments for offences, or relcaſinge him from the 
the ſame, And indeede, theworde is, Iohn, 20,23 : Whoſo. 
evers ſinnes ye remit Whoſoevers ſinnes yee rctayne ; not whaiſo. 
ever Puniſhment you inflict or remit; therefore in the fir(t 
of theiſe the Cleargy onely have Power , but in the ſecond, 
the mixt Elders of the Church,aſwell the Lay asClcargy El. 
ders have Power. When the inceſtuous Corinthian was 
to be excommunicated, the Apoſtle commits this to a plu- 
rality rather then toany one, 1.Cor,5,13 : Put away ther fore 
from amonge your ſelvs that wicked Man; Andin the remil. 
ſion or Abſolution hedoth the like, 2.Cor.2,7; Te ought r4+ 
ther to forgive him. To conclude then, Theiſe Lay Gover- 
nonrs Office is,to joyne with the Cleargy of the Parriſ h in 
obſervinge thoſe of the Parriſh, whither they live and con 
verſe as beſeemeth SainQs,and where any are faulty, there to 
judge of the crime, & to proceede againſt them as the cauſe 
requireth. If theiſe Governours offend in their Goverment, 
whither by Negligence, or by untymcly Severity, or diſor.. 
derly proceedings, they have over them the Biſ hop & Arch. 
Biſhop, who are to call themto Accoumpt, and to puniſh 
them alſo for any evell adminiſtration of their office; there- 
fore alſo ſo much the rather ſuch Governours may be admit- 
ted in every Church and Kingedome,and not oppoſed as in 
theiſe tymes,as for adangerous rabble of rude and tnrbulent 
Buſy-Bodies. Neither indeede may any be ſuffered to 
Rule contrary to the Ghoſpell , who have their office by the 
Ghoſpell, therefore if Paltors and Biſhops muſt be, 2, Tim, 
2,24,geutle towards all Mem, ſafferinge the evell Men patiently, 
provinge if God at any time Will give them repentance , that they 
may come tg amendment , how much more ſhould theiſc infe- 
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Deaton, then thu Scripture makes nothinge for Lay Elders,then to 
this Ianſwere, That (cinge there is evidence ,. that in thoſe 
tymes there were Elders which Ruledand Taught,and Elders 
which Ruled onely and taught not, therefore fitteſt it is, that 
here we underſtande not a plurality of Clcargy Elders onely, 
but rather parte Cleargy part Laicty. 

Againe, ſome may ſay » How many mnſ} they be in Nymber ? 
I an(were, ſeinge we reade of Elders ordeyncd , without tea. 
dinge alſo any ſet Number ,-therefore the Church is not 
bounde to obſerve any ſet or certaine Number. As the Par. 
riſh therefore is more or leſs in circuit of grounde or quan. 
tety of people,ſo theiſe Governours may be more or fewer : 
for where a Parriſh is narrow of boundes, though it conteyn. 
much pcople, yct three or fower of theile Governours may 
ſerve, ſcinge they are neere in neighbourhood to every one 
of theParriſh ;w hereas where the Parriſhe is large of circuit, 
there it is needefull that they be ſeven. or cight: ,. to the end 
that their dwellinge may be here and there, to be neere to 
thoſe of the Parriſh in cycry quarter to obſerve them. 
Againe,ſome may ſay, What & their Office? lanſwere,ſeinge 
they are calied Governours and Rulers , and yct inferior to 
Teachers,itimplies, that they, with, though under the Clear. 
gy of a Parriſh, ſhould Governe the pcople ofthe Parriſh. 
And ſeinge Goverment is lame; where Power of Iudginge &. 
Paniſhinge is wantinge, therefore , (as vve would not con 
ccave the Lord togive a Lame Ordinance 10 his Church ) 
we are to Bclceve, that theiſe Governours ſhould: aſſiſt the 

Cleargy,in Iudginge and Puniſhinge with eccleſiaſticall Pu. 

niſhments,ſuch in the Parriſh, as obſerve not the Ghoſpel! 

in their life and converſation. If here it be obiced', 7hat 
then I make them: Miniiters of the ſame Power in bindinge and 

[ooſinge,as the Lord committed to the Cleargy onely ; I anſwere, 


No; for there is difference betwixt byndinge and Joolinge the 
ſinng 
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Anne its ſelfe,and inflitinge or releafinge of Puniſhments: 
there is difference betweene-byndinge a Man in his finne, or 
loolioge him from it, and puniſhinge a Man with eccleſia- 
ſticall Punil hments for offences, or relceaſinge him from the 

the ſame, And indeede, theworde is, lohn, 20,23 : Whoſo. 

evers ſinnes ye remit Whoſoevers ſinnes yee rctayne ; not whatſo- 
ever Puniſhment you inflit or remit; therefore in the firſt 
of theiſe the Cleargy onely have Power , but in the ſecond, 
the mixc Elders of the Church,aſwell the Lay asCleargy El. 
ders have Power. When the inceſtuous Corinthian was 
to be excommunicated, the Apoſtle commits this to a plu- 
rality rather then toany one, 1.Cor,5,13 : Put away ther fore 
from amonze your ſelvs that wicked Man; Andin the remil. 
ſion or Ablolution hedoth the like, 2.Cor.2,7: Te ought r4. 
ther to forgive him. To conclude then, Theiſe Lay Gover- 
nonrs Office is,to joyne with the Cleargy of the Parriſ h in 
obſervinge thoſe of the Parriſh , whither they live and con< 
verſe as beſeemeth SainQs,and where any are faulty, there to 
judge of the crime, & to proceede ag14inſt them as the cauſe 
requireth. If theiſe Governours offend in their Goverment, 
whither by Negligence, or by untymcly Severity, or diſor.. 
derly proceedings, they have over them the Biſhop & Arch. 
Biſhop,who are to call themto Accoumpt, and to puniſh 
them alſo for any evell adminiſtration of their office; there- 
fore alſo ſo much the rather ſuch Governours may be admit- 
ted in every Church and Kingedome,and not oppoſed 3s in 
theiſe tymes,as for adangerous rabble of rude and turbulent 
Buſy-Bodics. Neither indeede may any be ſuffered to 
Rule contrary to the Ghoſpell , who have their office by the 
Ghoſpell, therefore if Paltors and Biſhops muſt be, 2, Tim, 

2,24,9eutle towards all Men, ſufferinge the evell Men patiently, 

provinge if God at any time Will give them repentance , that they 
may come tg amendment , how much more ſhould theiſc infe- 
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rior Governours be like minded ? For if Goverment and 
Juitice be not hindred by this lenity 10 Paſtors andBiſ hops, 
why ſhould this prejudice the ſame , if thciſe Governours 
doelikewiſe ? Andif Timothic mult not r:ceave an HH. 
ſation againſt an Elder, but under two or three Wwatneſſes, r. Tim, 
5,79, much leſs muſt theiſe inferior Governouts , hand over 
head trouble Men, upon every reporte they heate, or ſuſpi. 
tion they have. And if the Elders of the Church be fo to 
be reipeacd,are not the Elders of the Kingecome,even Prin. 
ces and Magiitrates to be likewiſe ſo reſpeted ? As God tens 
dereth the Elders of the Church, that cycry reporte, orevery 
little evidence of evell , ſhall not beprcſently taken hold 
of to thcir diſgrace , ſo we may well thinke that even ſuch 
his will is alſo, concerning the Civill Magiſtrats of theKing- 
dome;thereforc the Governours of the Church ought ro be 
ſlowe in medling with ſuch,S.Peter alto, 1. Pct 5,3,chargeth 
the Elders Church, hat not as thongh they were Lords over Gods 
beretage , they ſhould Governe the tame, Whillt this 
bridle therefore is put into the mouthes of theiſe Gover. 
nours,and this alſo by the Ordinance of God, theiſe Gover. 
nours ncede not ſo to be oppoſed as ſome would have it , 
under pretence that they woulde prove in the Kingdome , a 
ſorte of ignorant Men, puffed up by this Power and Autho. 
rity , and troublers of men upon every the leaſt occaſion. 
True it is, that we muſt underſtande, that as the Kingedome, 
ſothe Church , may not ſo perverr Iuſtice , as not to lay 
hold on them that ſinnc openly ; therefore where there is 
an open ſinninge theiſe may not be timerous, vader coulour 
of ſufferinge the cvell men patiently, Yea , I ſay more, 
vyhen it is hearde certainely abroade , ( as was that 1. Cor, 
$,1.) that ſuch or ſuch a Man is a Drunkarde, a whore mai- 
ſtcr, fornicator, Adulterer,extortioner,Railer, filthy ſpeaker , 


or the like, ſuch fameor report mult not be negleRed , but 
| rather 
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rather muſt occaſion a watchiuge overſuch , 2nd when drt 
Accuſation ſhall ſcconde the Reporte , then may they no 
negle& to proccede againſt ſuch. To this I may add as a 
partc of their care and Goyerment, that they lee the Church 
decently kept , and the Congregation ordered in fit manner, 
alwell for order in fittinge , as fur peifuurmance of ſuch Ce. 
remonies as ſerue to exprets Reverence at Divine Seryicc. In 
a vvorde, they are to {ce that Men liveand converſe , as the 
ordinance of ihe Ghoſpecll, together with the Churches Ca- 
nons(aot diſſunant from the Gholpells ordinances)require, 
Surcly the Bencfit of ſuch Lay Governours in evcry Con- 
ercgation woulde be greate;for by their Elderly Gravity of 
yearcs, and Authority which ſuch kinde of Elder hipp onely 
carrics with it:& by the plurality of their Number, and tt.cir 
dwcllinge in ſcverall parts of the Partiſh, not oncly an Awe 
of them would fall upon them of that Congregation , bur 
alſoa ccrtainety of crimes would the ſooner be attayned, lo 
thar mcn could hardly live longe diſorderly, but they wonld 
be knowen fo to doe to ſome or ot her of theite Governours, 
Moreover, by ſuch Gove: nours our people would be bette. 
red, and the Charches Sta.ce and Maicfly would be increaſed, 
for our people leinge that the Antient amonge them, have 
Authority even by Gods Ordinance , to obſcrve, Governe, 
ludge,& puniſh them, they wil be the more carcfull ro live & 
converle as beleemeth Chiiſtians : And the church havinge 
thcAnticnt of the Laicty in cvcry Congregatio,joyned with 
the Cleargy in the Goycrment of the churche,& ſervinge as 
Governours inferior to the Cleargy, the State & Authortty 
of the church would greately be augmented To conclude 
then , if Godſcnt outthe Ghoſpell accompanied with this 
kinde of goveruours alſo, (which thing I have before proved 
from the Scriptures ) cann we expcctany other rhen derti. 
ment, yea &puniſhmet,ifwe deny to admit ſuch yrn_ x3 
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Shall not our Land and Kingedome ſuffer viſitations, foe 
the Negle& and Oppolinge of ſo holy and neceſſary an Or. 
dinance of God? Shall the Ghoſpell be admitted , and its 
Goverment kept ounor cann we expctt proffit by the Ghol- 
pell if thus vve doc ? For doubleſs ludgements accompany 
the Ghoſpell , where the Goverment ordeyncd to accom- 
pany it will not be admitted. For the avoidinge of Gods - 
judgements therefore, and for the betteringe of our people, 
yea for the augmentation of the State and Majeſty of our 
Church of Englande , let theiſe Lay Elders be admitted,in- 
to the Eccleſiaſticall Rule and Goverment. To this I may 
add, that as common experience ſhews, the puttinge Offices 
of Power and goverment into Mens hands , maketh them 
growcin kuowledge of the Lawes, and carefull of their Man. 
ners, ſo ſurcly the puttinge this Eccleſiaſticall Power and go. 
verment into the Elders of the Laicty , would both occaſion 
their ſearch more diligently into the worde of God , thereby 
to increaſe their knowledge of the Divine will,andalfo their 
carefull raking hecde unto their Manners, that they give not 
offence to them whom they are togoverne. Yea the yonger 
Men alſo in everyParriſh,ſcinge the Credit & honor of ſuch 
place of goverment,would ſtudy the Scriptures,and take care 
of their Manners, that ſo they may attaine a fame or good re. 
porte for thzir honeſty and Piety, ſo to be the fitter to be im. 
ploied in ſuch Office of goverment as their turnes may 
COMC. 

Laſtly, ſome may ſay , Mu#? rtheiſe beinge once im- 
ployed in this = , ever remaine in thu Office , and not be 
#mploied in other Offices of the Kingedome ? I anſvere , 
firtt , that there is greate difference betweene the Mie 
niſtration of the worde, and the Miniſtration of goverment 
onely;the firſt is not to be left off ; the ſecond may without 
Offence : For the yyorde of God hath laide no ſuch bond on 

this 
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this ason that. Secondly, ſcinge it would bean inſufferable 
miſcheife unto Kingedomes , if many of the Elders thereof 
in every Parriſh ,. {hould be wholy cxcmptedfrom its im- 
ployment in Offices ncedefull thereunto , therefore we may 
not conceave, that the Lord would ſend ſuch a Goverment 
eccleſiaſticall into them, as w hich ſhould bringe with it ſuch 
an inconvenience and miſcheife.. I conclude therefore , 
that theiſe Lay Governours are not bounde by the Lord, to 
continueever in their Office, but now may ſerve inthe g0- 
yerment of the Church,and another tymc not. 

Thus have (Dread Soveraigne) bene the more prolixe in 
my wrytinge of theiſe}, becauſe this our Church of England 
doth hitherto rather oppoſe then admit of ſuch ; but now 
havinge ſhowen from the yvorde of God,thart of Gods Or- 
dinance ſuch akynde of Governours or Rulers atc to be in 
the Church; I humbly petition your Majeſtic,that you com- 
mande our Clecargy in whom is the Power to conferr ecclc. 
ſiaſticall Powers and Offices: , that they exerciſe their Power 


herein; ordeyninge ſome of the anticnt' and godly of the 


Laicty, to this Power and Authority in every of our Parriſh 
Churches. So ſhall you ſurcly doc a yyorke , acceptable 
to God, beneficiall to the Church, and worthy of that great 
Name which you have raiſed to your ſclfe inthe Churches 
of God, Suffer therefore patiently I humbly pray you, this 
my pctition for the admiſſion of theiſe kynde of Feclefiaſti- 
call Governours:, that ſo the Officers ccclcliaſticall ordey. 
ned by God, may be wholy found in this our Church of Fn- 
glandc.. I grante that many other GCffices may be ordcy- 
ned inthe Church, as the Change of tymcs , increaſe of Ma- 


gnificence of Gods DivincService,and other like things may 
occaſion ;but theiſe before written of are ſuch as may not be: 


omitted, becauſe they have evidence from the vvorde of 


Gvd,to be by the Ordinance of GodApoſtolically delivered; 
thcre. 
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therefore alſo the Cleargy ia whom {s the power of Ording- 
tion , are of duty bounde to renewe this Ordinance of the 
Lords in the Church, But havinge written thus of theiſe 
cccleſiaſticall governours, I procceedeto write of cxtentions 
alſo of eccleſiaſticall juriſdictions. 


2. PETITION: 
That Pariſhes,Biſhopdomes and Arch -Biſhopdomes, 


may be conveniently bounded. 


Ome of our Pariſhes arc ſo ſmall , and withall conteyne 

in them ſo few people , that ncither the Congicgation 
beareth a State befittinge a Church , nor yet canna cynve. 
nient Meancs or Revenewe be raiſed therefrom for a Paſtor 
and Deacon his aſſiſtant ; And on the contrary, ſome cther 
Pariſ hes retayninge their very antient boundes , conteyne 
now (by Gods multiplyinge the people in that place) ſo ma. 
ny People, that al cannotat one time conveniently aſſemble 
ia thechurch. I therefore petition, that the ſmaller be made 
larger , and thoſe which arc too large may be divided, that 
ſo ncither Gods Miniſters be diſcouraged , by the (male. 
neſs of Revenewe or Meanecs of life , nor Gods pcople 
diſhartencd from comminge to Church , through want 
of convenient place , when they come there, Sume 
Pariſ hcs alſo abounde with ſtrangers, who arc but lod- 
gcrs for a time , yet in ſuch places proviſion were good to 
be made, that ſuch may have convenient placc in the chuich, 
lea(t elſe it occaſion in them, either a wandringe from the 
Parriſh , or a Neglc& to rcſorte to any Church atall. It 
hath in all ages bene ſeene , that Change of cundition of 
things, hath cauſed change of former orderinge of thinges ; 


for it is no diſorder tochange the antict diſpulute of things, 


VYhcn to rcteyne the ſame brings with it great diſorder and 
| dctti- 
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detriment. Moreovet , though Changes carry with them 
iifhcalty of perfourmance, yet experience hath declared, that 
#hen the M2gittrates anthority concurreth with the oCCca- 
Gon , al! difficuliyes have readily bene overcome , by the 
pcopics voluntary tendinge their owne Bencht , aud the Dc. 
nciitot other. Populous Congregnions arc ſurely moſt 
meetc, both becauſe a convenient Meanes may the better be 
railzd fora Teacher or Paſtor, aud a Deacon his afliftant; and 
ai{oaplurality of grave and godly Men may be choſen by 
taraes,to ſerve in that Parriſh for Governours , accordinge 
tothat which I have written abouc ; it therefore ſuch a mul- 
ticude bc appointed, as which beiage cloſe {cated rogether, & 
diſpoſed in gallerics , the voyce of a Preacher may well be 
hcardc of them , then judge | the Congregation to-be duly 
proportioned. And.indeede want of difpolinge the roome 
ofrhecharch , as beſt may fitto conteyne a greate multi. 
tude, and this alſo within hearinge rhe voice of a Teacher , 
cauſcth that farr fewer aflemble convenicntly then vvere 
mecte;for it is but yaine there to reforte, where though the 
church have roome enough,yet uſe cannot be made of it for 
hearinge the Preacher, Trucitis that Mens voices are di. 
verſe,neither cann all voices anſ{were to the ſerled diſpoſure; 
but yet ifreſpett be had to the ordinary voice of Man, and rhe 
Roome firted accordingethereto , fitter it is that the defe& 
of voice be ſupplied by ſome helpe, then that the diſpoſure 
of place for audience be changed. Such Paſtors therefore 
as have lowe voices, may doc well toſupply that defect with 
oftner Preachinge, that ſo at one time ſome, at another time 
others of the Parriſh may convenicntly heare them. Thciſe 
things I write of our Parriſ hes in populous Cityes , vvhere 
the neerencſs of dwellinge , and multitude of ſtrangers lod. 
ged,cauſeth a very great Congregation in a ſmale quantity of 
grounde ; but in the Country, where in a very large —_—— 
D f 
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of grounde are but few inhabitants , the proffit of the people 
rather then State ofa Congregation 1s to be tendercd, leaſt. 
by roo long leangth and difficuity of way,people be dil hart- 
ned from reſortiuge to Church. Surely the former diſpo. 
{ure of theiſe things in this Lande was very good, accordinge 
tothe times, andwe in theiſe tymes neede the leſs alteration, 
ave where the Parriſh istoo ſmaleto yeild a convenient Re- 
Venewe , O1 elſctoo great to aſſemble within hearinge of a 
Preacher. Thus havinge written of our Parril h-boundes , 
! pray that I may writcalſo of the bouudcs of our Bil hopp- 
cicks and Aich bit hoppricks, 

if Arch-Biſhhopps ſucceede in the Office of Timothy & 
Titus , meetc it is that they execute in the Church that Of. 
fice;thercforc the bounds of their Charge ſhould be ſuch, as 
whcrein conveniently that weighty Charge may be cxecu- 
ted by them. And indeede it isfirter to reſpect rather , the 
Proffit of the due execution of the Charge, then the Pon11hi- 
cality of the Bil hop;though both are to be tendered, yet the 
former rather then the latter. 

Now, that Arch- Biſhopps propperly , rather then Bi- 
ſhops, ſucceede in the Office of Timothy and Titus, I gather 
from this evidence : Firſt, becauſe Titus hadintruſted unto 
him by the Apoſtle , the Charge and Care of diverſe Citzesand 
their Churches, Titus, 1, 5 ; Secondly , becauſe the Scripture 
ſhews by many perticulers,that the Office of Titus, and the 
Office of Timothy was one and the ſame ; but the Office 
beingethe ſame,the extention of the Charge over diverſe Ci- 
tycs may alſo be the ſame : Thirdly , becauſe the antient Fa- 
thers with one voice, did ever accoumpt of the Cffices of Ti. 
mothy and Titus to be alike : Laſtly , becanſe the antient 
Chiſtian Church , allowed of the Charge of one over di- 
verfe Cityes and their Churches aud Officers » as an Ordi- 
nance Apoſtolically delivered to the church : and in antient 

tyme 
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tymeſuch were calledArch-Biſhopps;which alſo was aName 
very antiently given even tothe Biſhop of Rome himſclic; 
Thciſe thiugs conſidercd I conclude, that in aſmuch as now, 
and in the moſt anticnt tymes, Arch-Biſ hops have and had 
the Charge of the Churches in diverſcCityes,thercfore they 
propperly ſuccecde in the Office of Timothy and Titus : 
For ſurely City-Biſhops never had the Charge of diverſe ci. 
tyes, but onely of one City, and ſome circuitof ground theres 
about at moſt. This therefore I now petition your ſacred 
Maieltie for, that in Englande, the Office or Charge of Ti- 
mothy and Titus , be required of our Arch-Biſhops to bc 
executed by them in this Church : and that the bounds of 
their Iurifdition be (o limited, that conveniently they may 
exccute thar Charge. And forthe Charge, I rather have an 
cyc to that which Ifynde in the Epiſtles of Timothy and Ti- 
tus, then to the Canons of the Church in after tyme : for the 
firſt I am ſare are neceſſarye dutyes, for which the Officer is 
anſwereable to God ; whereas the latter are not of like Na. 
ture, ſave onely that they may be wholeſome Ordinances,to 
farr fourth as they are accordant to the evidence of ſacred 
Scripture, The charge which we fynde given to Timothy 
and Titus,is a Charge to (ce all of all ſorts to live accordinge 
to the Ghoſpell , and obſerve the Ordinances of God given 
to the Church by the Apoltles; therefore his Charge ſtreat- 
cheth to private Chriſtians , to ſec that they live as the Ghol- 
pell r2quires, andalſoto all Officers of the Church , to ſce 
that they be choſen ſuch as arc appointed, & perfourme their 
Offices righty in the Church, Which great Charge that it 
way the berrer be eff-Qed, the Apoſtle intruſied him with 
Power, t0 commande things that are right , and to receave Accu. 
ſations againſt them that doe evell, and to ſilence Teach. rs of evelt 
things, and reted} heretiques,1.Tim,4.12. 1,Tim, 5,14 Tis, 
7,1. Titus,z, 12, Many perticulars are ſet downe in thoſe 
D 2 two 
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two Epiſtles, which I wil abbreviate as I may in this manners” 
in the firſt Epiſtte to Timothy, The place of av0ade us dſigned, 
Chap.1,3: Re hath the Charge of other Teachers, that they teach 
none other Doitryne then they ouzht Chap.1,41 That heede be not” 
given to thinges that brecde queſtions and brawlinges yather thew 
godly caifyinge, Chap. 1,4 : That there be an Order of Civine 
Worſbip,or Service,chap 2,1,7That Women be ſilent intheCharch, 
Chap. 2,12:T#at Biſhops be ſuch ani ſach,and doe ſo and ſo,chap. 
3, 1 : That Deacons likewiſe be ſuch and ſuch, and doe fo and ſo; 
chap-3, 8: That he put all inremembrance of CApoitolicall Dore 
trgnes,ch3p.4, 6: That the Church be rot unneceſſarily burthened' 
V1 Charge,chap.s ,16: That he rconte them openly that ſmne , 
clip. 5,20: That be have care of layinge on of hands, chap, $22: 
That Elders Woho Rule Well be honoured, chap, s. 17: That the FL. 
ders weho net enely Rule, but Teach alſo,be both honeured and main. 
*azned,chap.s,13: In the ſecond Epiſtle, Heis warned az4tn/? 
#20ſe Wobo hawingeitchinge cares , Will get themTeachers aficr 
tneir ewne lufts,clua P:4,3 'That he muſt doe the Yorke of an Fuans« 
gcliff,chap.4,5. In the Epiſtle to Titus:That be redreſs things, 
Chap.1,s: Thathe ordeyne Elders,chap.1,3: That he falence Tea- 
chers of cvell thinges, Chap, 1,10 : That obedience be yeilded to 
Principalities and Powers,chap,3,1: That fooliſh queſ/tons, con- 
tentions,and brawlinges be fleicd,chap. 3,4: That Hereticks be re 
Jected,chap.3,10. Many other arethe perticulers of this Of- 
ficers Charge, as to ſce that Servants behave themſelvs as thry 
6rght towards their Maſters, Titus, 2,9 : That Flder Men and 
Women b: fo and fo,and the yonger Men andViomen likewiſe : and 
other like ; bclides his owne private AMintration of the Ghof« 

ell. Now therefore, if the perticulers wheticto this Officers 
Office ſtreatcheth , be duly co::(idercd , Jet any judge, if cur 
Arch.Bif hopps bounds 1n England be-convenicnrt for the 
duc cxccuoti6.For to what end hath a mi charge of theile per- 


ticulers,if bothhe be net con\cnicntly neexve 10 Vilit-places, 
and 
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and ſee to the obſervation of theiſe things , and alſo that Ac. 
cuſations agaialſt diſobedicnce be not conveniently 40 be 
madeuntohim? If one Arch-Bilſhop ſhould be ſet over 
all England, were it ſufficient? coulde he conveniently cxe- 
cute this Charge in the church: ? ncither truly cann two ; 
therefore Arch.Biſhops ſhould be multiplied , that ſothe 
Lande may have ſo many, as wcll may ſerve for the Cue cxc- 
cation of this high Charge. 

True it is , that Crete is an yle of greate circuit of 
grounde, and conteyned in old tyme many moe citycs 
then in theiſe tymes it doth ; but reſpe& is tobe had unto 
the tymes ; for difference: 15 to be put berweene 1ymes , 
when but few in a Lande are converted to the Chti. 
ſtian faith, and when all the people of a Lande are conver. 
ted, When fy arc convertcd, the Congregationsor chur. 
Ches are the fewer, and conſequently the Charge is theleſs , 
and the better to be exccntcd ; bur when all are converted, 
then,1s neceſiarily the Churches ate multiplicd foalſfo is the 
Charge increaſeq , and conſcquently the dutycs cf the 
Office are made the more ditncult to be executed in 
all. 

N:i:her is it probable, nor is it likely , that ia the time 
of Tirns , all the people 1a that yle of Crete vere con. 
verted to the faith ; but ifrhey vvere not, then torctarne 
in the Succeſlors hands the ſame ex!cnt of groundc as had 
Titus , were to commit ro the lels able Succeſibor, a greater 
charge of Churches then the Apoſtle intruſted ro Titus : 
yvhich thinge cannot bedone , without great pretudice 10 
the Chriſtian church. 

As Pariſhes therefore are to be multiplied , and 
one to be' made tyvo or three ,, after the peop!ec growe 
too many for one Congregation , fo anticat Arch. 
BithuppJomes - boundes ſhoulde be leſsned , and 
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two Epiſtles, which 1 wil abbreviate as I may in this mannere- 
in the firſt Epiſtte to Timothy, The place of av0ade tu aſrigned,, 
Chap. 1,3: He hath the Charge of other Teachers, that they teach 
none orher Do#tryne then the 'Y ouzht,C hap. I,4: That heede be not” 
given to thinges that breede queſlions,and brawlinges yathey ther 
godly caifyinge, Chap. 1,4 : That there be an Order of Civine 
Yor ſbip,or Serwice,chap 2,1,7hat Women be ſilent intheChnrch, 
Chap. 2,1 2:79at Biſhops be ſuch and ſuch,and doe ſo and ſo,chap. 
3, 1 : That Deacons likewiſe be ſuch and ſuch , and doe fo and ſo; 
chap.3,8: That he put all inremembrance of Apoitolicall Dore 
trgues,chap.4, 6: That the Cherch be yot unneceſſartly burthened' 
Wt5 Charge,chap.s 16: That he route chem openly that ſmne, 
Ci12p, 5,20: That be have care of layinge on of hands, chap, 5,22: 
That Elders obo Rule vwell be honoured, chap,s , 17: That the Fl. 
ders who net oaely Rale,but Teach alſo,be both honoured and main. 
#azncd,chap.s,18: In the ſecond Epiſtle, Heis warncd agazn/? 
thoſe who havingeitchinge cares , Will get themTeachers aftcr 
tneir ewne lefts,Cciap:4,3:That he muſt doc the Worke of an Fuans« 

zclif,chap.4,5. In the Epiſtle to Titus:That be redreſs things, 
Chap. 1,5: That he ordezne Elders, chap.1,3: That ve ſilence Tea- 
chers of cvell thinges, chap, 1,10 : That obedience be yeilded is 

Principalities and Powers,chap,3,1: That fooliſh queſ/ions, con- 
tentions,and brawlinges be fkaicd,chap. 3,4: That Hereticks be re 

Jected;chap.3,10. Many other are the perticulers of this Of- 

ficers Charge, as to ſce that Servants behave themſelvs as thry 

oght towards their Maſters, Titus, 2,9 : That Flder Mcn and 

Women bt ſo and fo,and the yonger Mcn andVomen likewiſe : and 

other like ; bclides #15 owne private Ainiſration of the Ghof« 
ell. Now therefore, if the perticulers wheicto this Officers 

Office ſtreatcheth , be duly co:rlidercd , Jet any judge, if cur 

Arch-Bif hopps bounds 1n England be convenient for the 

duc cxccotio.For to what end bath a mi charge of thceile per- 

ticulers,if vothche be not conv cnicntly neeve 10 Vilit-places, 
and 
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and ſce to the obſervation of theiſe things , and alſo that Ac. 
cuſations agaiaſt diſobedicnce be not conveniently to be 
madcuntohim? If one Arch-Bilſhop ſhould be ſet over 
all England, were it ſufficient? coulde he conveniently cxc- 
Cute this Charge in the church: ? ncither truly cann two ; 
therefore Arch-Biſhops ſhould be multiplied , that ſo the 
Lande may have ſo many, as wcll may ſerve for the due cxe- 
cation of this high Charge. | 

True it is, that Crete is an yle of greate circuit of 
grounde, and conteyned in old tyme many moe cCitycs 
then in thciſe tymes it doth ; but reſpe@ is tobe had unto 
the tymes ; for difference: 1s to be put betweene tymes , 
when but few in a Lande are converted to the Chti. 
ſtian faith, and when all the people of a Lande are conver. 
ted, When few are converted, the Congregationsor chur. 
ches are the fewer, and conſequently the Charge is thelels , 
and the better to be exccatcd , bur when all are converted, 
then,1s neceflarily the Churches ate multiplicd foalfo is the 
Charge increaſed , and conſequently the dutycs cf the 
Office are made the more difiicult to be cxecuted in 
all. 

N-i:her is it probable, nor isit likely , that ia the time 
of Titus , all the people ia that yle of Crete vvere con. 
Verted to the faith ; but ifrhey vvere not, then torctarne 
in the Succeſlors hands the ſame cx:cnt of grounde as had 
Titus , were tocommit ro the les able Succefſtor , a greater 
charge of Churches then the Apoſtle intruſtcd ro Titus : 
yvhich thinge cannot bedone , without great preiudice to 
the Chriſtin church. 

As Pariihes therefore are ro be multiplied , and 
one to be' made tyvo or three ,, after the people growe 
too many for one Congregation , fo anticnt Arch. 
BilhuppJomes - boundes ſhoulde be leſencd , and 
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many Churches to be intruſted unto one Arch-Biſhopp. 
I molt humbly pray your Majettic therefore, that the perti- 
culers of the Office be duly conſidered , and then that the 
bounds of our Archiepiſcopall Iluriſditions may be fitted 
thereanto. Doubtlel(s if our Arch-Biſhops tooke care as 
they ought of the perticulers of this Charge , they woulde 
ſoone make a holy People in this Lande, by reaſon of their 
neereeye to obſerve the {everall Churches, and their recea. 
vinge Accuſations when ncede requireth. And truly the 
Arch-Biſhops Courte ſhould not be ordeyned ſo much, for 
ſome perticulers rendinge to the Rule over other Bif hop- 
domes, as it ſhould be for the corretinge of diſobedicnces 
in all theiſe perticulers, when neither ia the Pariſhionall , 
nor in the Epiſcopall Courte and Goverment order is taken 
in the ſame : For the Archiepiſcopall Charge is no leſs, to ſee 
Evangclicall Ordinances oblcrved in the Manners of eycry 
particuler Chriltja1, then to ſee that Paſtors and Biſ hops, & 
other eccleſiaſtital. Officers , execute their Miniltrations 
tightly. 

I grant, that Pariſhionall, and over them Epiſcopall Go- 
yerments, greatly caſe the Arch-Biſhop , and becauſe of 
them his Charge may be very large-, comoprilinge diverſe 
Biſhopdomes ; but yet with this caution, that he may con. 
veniently viſit every parte , and alſo from all parrs Accuſa.. 
ſations may conveniently be made unto him ; when there is 
any faile in the Pacif hional and Epiſcopall Goverment. 
Neicher truly ought Arch-Biſhopdoms to be extended out 
as Kingedomes : For Kingedomes are in larged or reſtrey- 
ned as thetr Power cannextend its (clfe, which alſo is ordered 
by God himl(elf, he letting looſe and reſtreyninge the Powers 
as he will; whereas Arch Biſhopdoms ought 10 be fitted to 
the Cxccution of the Charge of the Othice, Thus have I 
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(Dread Soveraigne ) bene the longer in my wrytinge of 
Arch-Biſ hopps,becaule of the neccſ}aty conſequrnee, that if 
they be made Iſs , then Bit hopdomes allo 1 hould rot bee 
tco large, becauſe diveiſe of them are to be compriſed in one 
Arch Biſhop-dome. For BEil hopdomes therefore 1 in 
breife pray,that In our England they may be mote , that ſo 
they not comprilinge over many Pariſhes, the Biſhop may 
convenicntly vifit the perticuler Pariſ hes, and Accuſations 
conveniently be made out of all Parif hes which faile in 
Goverment,unto him. The Biſhop differeth from the Arch- 
Biſ hop chcifely in this, thar his Charge ſtreatcheth not over 
other City-Biſ hops, but onely over Biſhops or Paſtors and 
other Cleargy of periiculer Congregations. As for other 
differences w hich the Canons of the C hurch haveput, they 
are neceſſary as the ty mes 1equire onely ; For the Churches 
Ordinances have ever bene diſpenced with, in cafes of Necel. 
ſity wben they could nor be cbſerved , and when there is no 
more 1cedefull uſe of the ſame ; but this difterence which 
hcre I put,ſeemesto be a Divine Ordinance, in aſmuch as 
Titus was ſet over diverſe Cityes and the churches therein, & 
conſequently over all ecclcfjaſticall Cfhcers vi hich necef/a. 
rily are in them. Bur ihcn if the Arch-Bil hepps Charge 
ſtreacheth to Man and Wife, Parcnts and Childicn, Maſters 
and Servants,ſfeinge ro it that they in their Manners one 10+ 
warde another, obſerve the commandcments of the Ghoſ- 
pell, ſhould nor the Bit hops Office within his perriculer 11. 
mits ſtreatch ro the ſame ? Therefore 1 humbly pray , that 
our Bif hops Office be not ſtreigined unto ſome few penti. 
culers, but that it be enlarged to ſee even 10 all theiſe things 
alſo, asthe moſt weighty perticulers of his Charge. Which 
thinge duly conſidered, ] hope it will ſoone appeare , that ne- 
ceſiarily (for the due ſcinge unto theiſe things , and for the 
convenient makinge of Accuſations cf breach of them , 
whcre 
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vohere the Pariſhionall Goverment is remiſs , not takinge 
due Care of, an order in tuch things) our Bifl hops jurifdic- 
tions are to be made lets, then at this time they are in this our 
Church of Englande, Doubtleſs theiſe Powers and Offi 
ces cccleliaſticall were cheifely ordeyned , for Rulinge of the 
Manners of Chriſtian people, leaſt they not obſervinge one 
towards another the Evangelicall Commandements, bringe 
a (candall npon the Ghoſpcll of Chriſte;therfore into theite 
thinges ſhould our Dithops watchfully looke, and not con. 
tent themiclvs with the obſervation of Eccleſiaſticall Ca. 
nons onely. If any ſay,that the deſcription of this-Office is 
in Scripture ſuch , as is rather to be wiſhed then cfefted , I 
anſwerc, that the Apoltle would not ſodeepely Charge Ti. 
mothy with theiſe perticalers as he doth, 1.Tim, 5, 21 ,if he 
thought the execation of theiſe things to be rather tobe wi- 
ſhed then effeed ; therefore I hope none { hall be ſuffered 
toſhrowdetheir Negligence , under the mantle or cove- 
ringe of this deviſe. If in afier tymes many inventions are 
made,to buſy Atch-Biſhopps & Bil hopps.ſo with them, that 
thcy cannot attend to theile orher, are theiſe which are the 
wecightieſt to be left for the lighter f Shall honor and Glory 
attcad rather thoſe then theiſe ? werc not this a notable cor- 
raption,a (aarc of Satan , and an inſufterable divertion from 
the true Epiſcopall dutyes? But now ( my molt gratious So- 
veraigne ) in hope of your reproofe of ſuch things, and com. 
muandinge and honoringe theiſe the cheiteſt epilſcopall du- 
tycs, I paſs from writinge of the boundings and Iuriſditions, 
unto my Petition,for your freeinge our Cleargy here, from 
forreiue andunlawtfull Ecclefiaſticall Powers. 
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3, PETITION: 


That your Majeſtie continue to free this (hurch , 
 fromall forreine and unlawfull Eccleſjaſtucall 
uſurpations and Powers, 


He permiſſion ofinconvenient extents of Iuriſdition } 
hath bene the cheife cauſe, not onely of the diſorders of 
Eccleſiaſticall Politie,and of the cyell execution of true Epil. 
copall Charges, but alſo of the Antichriſts Reigninge in the 
Church; therefore high tyme it is that in the Churches Re. 
formation,this maine crror be taken order for. It is reported 
of that firſt greate & famous Councill of Nice, that it confir- 
med to the Biſhops of certaine cityes, the huge extents which 
formerly their Charge had ſtreatched its ſelfe unto ; but what 
followed hcreupon? ſurely there followed not onely the tur. 
bulency of ſuch great Powers, and the inſatiable affcQation 
of Glory, but alſo the openinge or reveilinge of that Man of 
ſinne. Foras the Apoſtle ſaid, 2.Theſfſal. 2,6: And now ye 
knowe What Withholdeth , that he might be reveiled in hu tyme , 
ſo indeede it fell out; for the Emperors keepinge his Scate at 
Rome,withheld the Biſhopp of Romes Reveilinge; but the 
Emperor removinge his Seate toConſlantinople,thisCoun- 
cill of Nice ſome few yeares after was aſſembled, where theiſe 
huge extents of Iuriſdition beinge confirmed, the Biſhop 
ofRome beinge held as Cheife of them, this cauſed kis firſt 
meaſure of Reveilinge. It is fit therefore that that Coun. 
Cils proceedings be cxamined, whither in oughts God left it 
to diſſent from his ſacred Worde. Papiſts uſually alleadge 
that Councill , as countenancinge the offeringe up of the 
Body and Blood of the Lord in the Service of the Lords 
Supper; but if this that Councilldid, then expreſsly crredir 
E from 
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from the Scriptureis nftruQtion concerninge that Service: 
And how neerc it was to forbid Pceiſts, the copulation with 
their yvives vvhich Gods worde commandes, r. Cor,7, 3, is 
well knowen ta all that have rcad the Story of thoſe tymes. 
To this I may ad, the uncertainety of its Canons , ſcinge 
they are with ſuch uncertainety brought us by Tradition. 
For all theiſe reaſons I conclude, that that Councillis not ſo 
to be mainraynedin its Ordinances , as that the inſtrution 
of ſacred Scripture is not rather to be followed. But who 
that looketh into the holy Scripture ſhall not ſee, That Tt- 
mothy and Titus & ſuch as were like them , held the higheſt 
ordinary Offices in the Church next unto theApoſtles theme 
ſel»s? for by the Epiſtles of Timothy and Titus it is evident, 
that the Apoſtle (:t them in Office next himſelfe over the 
Churches that were planted. Churches were planted , arid 
they had their Officers andGovernours, but then the Apoſtle 
ordeyned theiſe over them againe , and this is manifeſt in 
that Titus had Charge over diverſe Cityes. Whilſt there- 
forc there is this evidence for their Office : and whilſt there 
is that evidence before noted , that our Arch-Biſhops ſuc- 
ceede them in that Office: and vvhilſt the Church ever held 
a ceſſation of Apoſtles,and the Apoſtle, z,Core4,o, faith : / 
thinke that God bath ſet fourth ts the laſt Apoſtles, &c: We have 
200d reaſon, not to ſuffer other offices to uſurpe Authority 
ovcr Arch-Biſhops; orany Arch-Biſ hopps to be ſubjugated 
unto any other Eccleſiaſticall Miniſtration. But if we per 
mit the continuance of thoſe huge extents whereof we read, 
then,as necefiarily many Arch-Biſ hopdomes, yea Patriarch. 
domcs muſt be compriſed therein, fo thcBiſhop of that Seate 
muſt be advanced over , and exerciſe a Miniſtration ovet 
Arch-Biſhopps,yea over Patriarchs;which thinge what is ir, 
but both an cyertion of the Politie eccleſiatlicall , which 
God by his Ocdiaance(Apoſiles taken away)fent the church 
with- 


—_— 
withall under the Wings of Kinges and Princes : and alſoa 
bringinge in Superiorityes, Throanes, and Powers,never or- 
deyned by the Lord? As therefore experience hath ſhowen , 


that when an Arch-Biſhoprick hath neceſſarily bene divi. 


ded, then tvvo Arch-Biſhops are placed therein , without 
ſubiugating the one under the other, ſo thoſe antient extents 
of bounds , ought with the increaſe of the Convertion of 
people,to have bene divided iato many Arch-Biſhopdomes, 
and this without ſubiuvgatinge every of them to the Arch- 
Bif hopp of ſome one city, who by this meanes , as he isto 
take a New Title, ſo alſo he entereth into a new Miniſtration 
never ordeyned by the Lord, 

Ifany fay , hath not every Sncceſſor right, to retayne the 
bownds of his predeceſſors juriſdition ?Ianſwere,yes, w here 
there is no prejudice thereby to the Church, and to the Or- 
dinances of God;but when retayninge the ſame, he muſt ne. 
ccſfarily Rule overthem , w hom God by his Ordinance ſer 
next unto Apoſtles, he then ſubverts the Ordinance of God, 
ſo longe as he cannot make himſelfe an Apoſtle. Neither 
cann any ones ſucceedinge in the Seate ofan Apoſtle , con- 
ferr apon him an Apoſtles Dignity and Office : for this 
were to make ſuch a one an Apoſtle; but we have good cauſe 
toaſke of ſuch a one the ſignes of his Apoſtleſhip, 2. Cor, 
12,12. Iconclude therefore, that thoſe extents of Turiſdic- 
tion , which carry with thema bringinge into the Church , 
Powers and Miniſtrations above that of Arch-Biſ hops, arc 
unlawfull, as bringinge into the Church ſtrange Minilſtra- 
tions,which have no manner warrant from Gods Worde in 
Scripture, but rather are contrary to the Politie which there 
God manifeſteth to his Church. And indeede becauſe 
of the huge extent ofthe Pope of Romes juriſdiction , we 
fynde that above Arch-Biſhopps are Patriarchs, as alſo Car- 
dinalls (as now Cardinalls arc) & Popes Legats, and a _— 

SC 2 © 


— —— P— 


——_ CD... Cr td 
—  -<<-- wg eg. * 


36, 
of other,who all ſerve rather as Miniſters of this Corruption 
of Eccleſialtical Politic warranted byGod,then of the chu: ch, 
& of the Ghoſpell. For how many are the Officers w hich the 
Pope ofRome needeth for to ſerve him oaly, in the executi6 
of lo large a juriſdii6 as now he excrciſeth?cven ſo propor. 


'tionably is it with every Patriarch, yea with every Arch-Biſ. 


ſhop when he hath a IuriſdiQtion ſo farr extended fourth, as 
that neither he can perſonally viſit conveniently the parts of 
his Charge,nor they of his Charge cann conveniently make 
Accufatios unto him,if the Pariſhional or Epiſcopal Gover- 
ments faile in executio of Iuſtice. But now,ſeinge God hath 
given ſo bleſſed Teſiimony, to the Reforminge of things by 
his worde in Scripture , why ſhould not ſuch Offices be cut 
off, as ſuperfluous and juſtly Offenſive , which exerciſe any 
Authority over the Arch-Biſhops of the Chriſtian church ? 
Should we not thinke that the Lord expeAts a Reformation 
cvcn herein,aſwellas in DoAryne ? Should not his vyords 
direftion be of power withus, aſwell in Reforminge errors 
of Iuriſditions, or Powers & Offices , as in reforminge of 
DoQrynes ? Therefore if the Scripture ſhew,that the Offices 
of Timothy & Titus,was the higheſt ordinary Office in the 
Church,after Apoſtles ceaſed , as beinge inthe life tyme of 
the Apoſtles next to the Apoſtles: andif there be good eyi- 
dence, that thoſe had under them at the moſt but Biſhopps 
of Cityes, then why ſhould not Arch- Biſ hopps be acknow- 
ledged as Succeeders into their Office, and conſequently to 
be the higheſt ccclcſiaſticall Officer , which God ſent the 
Church with amonge the Nations , after his taking away of 
Apoſtles ? Ifit be ſaid , that thoſe who ſucceeded intothe 
Seates of Timothy or Titus, andothers like them , are Pa- 
triarchs,not Arch-Biſhopps,then I demande , what Manner 
Biſhops cann any prove that cither Timothy or Titus,or the 
next Succellors ruled over? whither were they Arch-Biſhops 
OT 
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or onely Biſhopps of Cityes ? Surely, the greateſt evidence 
of pureſt and mol} antient Tradition is , that thoſe of thoſe 
Seates were firſt accoumpted but Arch-Biſhops, and though 
they ſeemed to haye Charge ofa greate circuit of grownde , 
yet whereany Arch-Bil hop was ordcyned , I fyndenot any 
g00d evidence, that they exerciſed Authority over them al- 
ſo,as now Patriarchs doe over them , and the Pope over Pa» 
triarches. As for the extendinge out of Care , or ſecminge- 
Charge of the Churches in greate extent,we fynde in antient 
tyme,not onely an affeation, butalfo a reall cffetinge, of 
chalenginge the Charge of all thoſe Churches , whercunto 
fome Biſhop of ſpeciall Accoumpt ſtreatched his Adviſe & 
Coundaile :asif overall, to whom Adviſe and Counfaile is 
given,thegiverof Adviſe & Counfaileſhould have Charge, 
& over thEexerciſe Epiſcopall Authority. If thus the Biſ hops 
of thoſe tymes did, (and ſome evidence there is that ſome ſo 
did) then this is no ſufficient warrant , for chalenginge of ſo 
exceſſive charges or luriſditions as ſome Patriarchs &Arch- 
Biſhops chalenge;much leſs fhould we admit of ſuch exten- 
tions, when we ſce that it is diſcordant to the Ordinance of 
God, as I have before ſhewed. Moreover, if the Councill of 
Nice approved of ſuch large & exceſſive extents of Care and 
Jurifdiction in any,yet we ate tothinke , that it but Confir- 
med that Iuriſdition which they then had; but at that tyme 
the extentions of lnriſdition were not fo large asin after 
tyme, Hal the Pope of Rome then fuch luriſdition as 
mow,when no parte of Germany , nor other Nations had 
embraced the faith as ſince they did ? Or ſhould we thinke 
that that Councill ſubjugated to that Biſhop, Churches not 
as then propagated? If no, then neither by warrant of holy 
Scripture , nor by warrant of that Councill, hath that Biſ. 
ſhop any right of Juriſdition over all the Arch-Biſ. 
' ſhopps of all the Chriſtian Nations in the Weſt : 
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As for claimeas Succeſſor to the Apoſile Peter, itis ſtrange 


that he alone , ſhould make a claime of ſucceedinge to an 
Apoſtle ; for where be the other Biſhops, who claime to 
ſucceede to this or that Apoſtle? I fynde none but him of 
Antioch : and that alſo rather a figment of the Bi(- 
ſhop of Romes , then any true claime of that Biſhops. 
And as for his claime from Scripture, I have elſewhere pro- 
yed it to be direQly againſt that which our Lord commanded 
to his Apoſtles. 

Theiſe things conſidered, I now humbly beſcech your ſa- 
ered Majeſtie, thatas hitherto you have { howen great favour 
toour Cleargy,ſo you will continue to preſerve them from 
any forreine and unlawfull eccleſiaſticall Powers , which 
would chalenge Authority over them. Princes may doe 
well to have an eye at the vviſedome , and gratious Ordi- 
nance of God,obſervinge with what Powers eccleſiaſticall he 
(Apoltles taken away) ſent the Church under their wings : 
For ſurely there cann be no better Politie of cccleſiaſticall 
Govermeat for Princes, then that which we fynde the Lord 
toleavein the Church , after his takinge away of Apoſtles, 
Should theLord ſend any Officet under the wings of Princes, 
who ſhould ſtreatch his Authority farr further , then any 
Prince cann ſtreatch his vyings of protection ? Or ſhould 
one Biſhopp be under the yvings of many Princes protec- | 
tions ? vyhart then if thoſe Princes fall at variance, ſhall the ' 
one prote@ his Adverſarics ſubiete? 

Therefore I cannot but conclude, that as it is not good foe 
the Church,ſ(o it is alſo inconvenient & dangerous for Prin- |: 
ces, that there be 1n the church anyEccleſiaſtical Miniſters of 
huge extents of Iuriſdiion,ſuch as are ſome Patriarchs, and + 
the Pope of Rome. 

Thus havinge written at large of theiſe things , becauſe 
our tymes greately neede the ſo doinge, I now cloſe up mw 
ap- 
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Chapter, and my notes upon the former Scriptures collefed 
prayinge that I may proccede to other, 
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I, CHAP, 


O', King Hezekias We reade, 2, Chron, 1,4: That he comman: 
ded the people that dwelt in Hieruſalem, to give a part to the 


Preiſts and Levits, that they might be incouraged in the Lawe of ' 


the Lord And When the Commandement Was ſpread, the Chil. 
dren of Iſraell brought abondaunce of firſt fruits : of 'Corne, and 
Wine, and Oile,ana Hony,and of allthe increaſe of the Feild , and 
the Tithes of all things brought they aboundantly. And Hezekias 
queſtioned the Preiſts and the Levits, concerning the Heapes, And 
Azariah the cheife Preiſt,of the houſe of Zadock , anſwered him, 
and ſaid , ſince the people begann to bringe the Offerings into the 


houſe of the Lord, we have eaten,and have bene ſatis fied, and there. 


6 left in aboundannce. And Hezekias commaunded to prepare 
Chambers in the houſe of the Lord, and they _ them , and 
caried in the firſt fuitts, and the tythes , and the dedicate thinges 


fairhfully, 4nd over them Was Coniah the Levite the cheife, and 


Shimet his brother the ſecond. And Core the Sonne of Imnah the 
Levite Porter toward the eaſt, vas over the things that Were Wil. 
lingely offered unto God, to diſtribute to their Brethren the Obla« 
tion of the Lord , and the holy things that were conſecrate , their 
datly portions, Againe,of Kinge Toſjas We reade, 2. Chron, 4,8: 


| That he ſent Shafan and Maaſciah the Governour of the City , and 
| Toahthe Recorder ,torepaire the houſe of the Lord, And When 
| they came to Hilkia the high Preiſt , they delivercd the money that 


Was brought into the houſe of God , Which the Levits that kept the 

dore had gathered at the hands of Manaſſch and Ephraim , and of 

llthe reſidue of Iſrael, and of all Indas and Beniamin , and of the 
inha- 
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inhabitants of Hieruſalem. And they put it 110 the hands of thew 
Which ſhould doe the Worke, CAgaine, Exodus, 36, 3, Wereade 
thus: And they received of Moſes all the Offeringes , which the 
Childres of Iſrael had brought, for the Worke of the ſervice of the 
SantFuary to make it : Alſo they brought ſlill unto him free Gifts 
every morninge, So all the Woiſe men that Wrought all the holy 
Worke , cameevery Man from bi worke which they had Wrought , 
and ſpake to Moſes, ſaying : The people bringe too much,and more 
then enough for the uſe of the Worke , Which the Lord hath com. 
manded to be made. Then Moſes gave a Commandement,andthey 
cauſed it to be proclaimed chroughout ve hoſte, ſaying: Let neither 
Man nor Woman, prepare any more Worke for the Oblatien of the 
Sanuary, So the people Were itazed from Offeringe. 


In theiſe Scriptures T note theiſe fower things ſpecially : 
Firſt, That the Kinge commanded thePeople, to give to the 
Maintenance of the Miniſters : Secondly, That Mainte« 
nance is for their incouragement to ſerve in the Miniſtery 2 
Thirdly, That the Kinge cared alſofor the Repairinge of the 
Churches, wherein God was yyorſ hipped : Laſtly , That 
when there was a Safficiency , this was to be acknowledged 
by the Cleargy,and thePcople were to be ſtaied from giving; 
According to which obſervations , I humbly pray , that 
I may petition your ſacred Majeſtic , as hereunder ſhall ap. 

are. 

i It beinge the Commandement and Ordinance of God, 
1. Cor, 9, 14., that the Miniſters of the Ghoſpell be main. 
tayned by them to whom they Miniſter the Ghoſpell,Chri. 
ſtians are bounde to fynde them Maintenancc,if they be not 
bounde alſo to maintayne them by Tythes,firſt fruits, free- 
will Offeringes , and the like. But wherethe Manner of 
doingeis not appointed by God, yvhen yet the thinge to be 


doneisappointed,there Gods Miniſters of Rule and Gover.. 
ment 
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ment have Power to appointe the Manner of doinge , and 
none may lawfully except againſt the Manner which they 
appointe, In this church of England then, your Majeſtics 
famous Predeceſſors havingeordeyned , and your (clfe gra. 
tiouſly confirmed, that the Miniſters Maintenance be gathe- 
reiby Tythinge of your people, I molt humbly pray , that 
the full Tythes of the Lande be given to the Lords Cleargy. 
Doubtlcls (dread Soveraigne ) the permiſſion of Impropria- 
tions , where, not the Cleargy , bur Lay perſons reape the 
Tythes, caufeth both a difcouragement to Gods Cleargy , 
through want of convenient Maintenance in ſuch Pariſhes: 
and alſo a ſcantety of ableMiniſters to ſerve theLord inthoſe 
places. And truly it is lamentable to obſerve , both how 
poorely ſome Cleargy are faine to live,even there w here they 
execute the Office of thcir Miniſtry, and wherea Lay Man 
gathers ſuch a quantety of Tythes, as would ſerve for a ſuſh- 
cient Maintenance forone or two of the Cleargy : and alfa 
how many Miniſters, painefull in Preachinge the Ghoſpell, 
afterthey have yvyorne out their lifgin poverty, leave their 
vvife and children (well neere) ro beggery, But feinge it 
is Gods Lawe that his Cleargy may marty, z. Tim. 1, 2; and 
ſeinge it is likewiſe his Lawe, that the marricd yeild ducbe.. 
nevolence,1.Cor.7, 3,meetc it is, that theCleargyes portions 
be ſuch, as that they may ( with thrift ) lay up alſo for their 
Witeand children. Yea,the Apoſtle in fayinge,2. Cor. 12,14: 
for the Children ought not to lay up for the fathers , but the fathers 
for the Children, implies a Neccllity laid upon all fathers , and 
amonge them ſuch of the Cleargy as havechitdren , that 
they provide and Jay up for their children ; therefore {uch 
Cleargy as keepe ſuch Hoſpitality, as ſpendes the Revencwe 
of their livings , arc rather to be blamed then commended, 
whilſt withall they lay not up for their vvife and children, 


Moxcover , ſcingc it were moſt unbefittinge Chriſtians , ro 
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villifythe Miniſters of the Ghoſpell In maintenance,whom 
they arc to have in honor for the Miniſtration ofthe Ghoſ. 
pell,moſt meete it is, that every Paril hes allowance , every 
Bil hopdomes , and Arch-Biſhopdomes allowance be ſuch, 
as may (crve for to maintayne cach of the Cleargy , in ſuch 
ranck and faſhion as beſt beſeemeth ; therefore as our Bil. 
ſhops and Arch-Biſhops have place of eminency and dig- 
nity amonge our Nobles, ſo thePaſtors of Congregations are 
to have ſuch Maintenance as may in able them to beare com- 
pany , rather with the better then with the meaner ſorte in 
each Parriſh, As for our Biſhops and Arch-Biſhops, their 
Maintenance is already commendably greate, through the 
large Bounty of our fore-fathers , and your Majeſtiesconfir- 
mation of what they now 10zoy thereof z, but becauſe I have 
in the former Chapter intreated,for the multiplyinge of the 
number of Arch-Biſhops and Biſhops in this Church, I 
now humbly petition your Majeſtie, that I may moye unto 
one thingewhich would be needefull. If it be neceſſary 
that there be more Biſ hopricks and Arch-Biſhopricks in 
Englande , then now there are, (and this I have proved be. 
fore ) then it followes neceſſarily that Maintenance alſo be 
increaſed. Itherefore petition , That unto that w hich al. 
ready our Bil hops have among them, there may be addeda 
taxe upon all the People of the Lande, that every houſe-hol- 
der contribute a {male yearely Gift to his Biſhop , and an 
othcr (male Gaift to the Arch-Biſhop in whoſe Province 
he is ; for by the multitude of families in a Biſhopdome, a 
ſmalc matter raiſed from every family,would affoorde a very 
greate portion to the Bil hop: and by the multitude of fami. 
lies in an Arch-Biſhopprick , the like greate portion pro- 
portionably would ariſe to the Arch-Biſhop. Here. 
by the Biſhop and the Arch-Biſ hop woulde be the more 
bouade,to hayecare of,and ( yvithout Charge) often to viſit 
PI1\Js 
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privately,the ſeverall Pariſhes, ſcinge to it that all things be 
thercin accordinge as they ought to be; for it cannot vvell 
be that they ſhould negleA them , when halfe yearcly or 
quarterly theyare put in mynde of them by their Benevo. 
lence unto them. And verily , bettcr it is for Gods people, 
accordinge to their ſeverall conditions of quallity , to parte 
vvith ancaſy payment, of ſix pence,or a ſhillinge quarterly, 
or more or leſs,to their Bil hop and Arch-Biſhop, that here. 
through their Iuriſdiions being the ſmaller,they may prof. 
fitably execute in them their ſeveral] Miniſtrations accor. 
dinge to Gods Ordinance , then for want hereof to ſuffer 
them to injoy (olarge and ſpatious Iuri(diftions for Pontifi- 
Cality and Revenewe,as that they doe not,nor conveniently 
cann , execute rightly their ſeyerall dutyes and Offices, I 
grant that every Pariſhes Charge isalready greate , by the 
payinge of Tithes , or other ſomes of mony , towards the 
Maintcnance of the Cleargy of their (everall Pariſ hes ; but 
yer, for ſo good and proffitable an occaſion as is this , they 
{hall doe Chriſtianly to beare moreover a ſmale taxe for 
their Biſhop,and another for their Arch-Bit hop. 

Greate was the bounty of our Predecellorsin this kynde , 
and this alſo done evenunder Popery; and ſhall we then 1n- 
joyinge a moſt happy Reformation,anda pure Dofryne, be 
. greivedto parte with a little f In the ſecond of Chronicles, 
chap.31,8, we rexde thus : 4nd When Hezeriah and the Prin- 
ces came and ſawe the heapes they bleſſed the Lord, and his people 
Iſ-aell, Solikewiſc,z. Cor.9,12,the Apoſtle faiththus: The Mz- 
iſtration of this Service, not onely ſupplieth the neceſſities of the 
SaineFs , but allo ts aboundant by the Thankſgivirge of many unto 
God, And,Philipp.4.,17,he faith ; Nor that Idefire a Cift but 
1 deſire the fruift Which may further your reckoninge, New I have 
received all : and have plenty: I Was even filled , after that Thad 
received of Epaphrodirus that Which came from you, an odonr that 
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ſmelleth ſweets, a ſurrifice acceprable and pleaſinttoCod, Here 
welce what Bleſſings, w hat Thankſgivinge to God, this libe- 
rali:y in Gods people towards the Lords Miniſters,ltirred up 
in the Kinges and Apoſtles of the Church , here we ſcealſo 
that this is to God as a Sacrifice acceptable , and plealinge 
vntohim- Andour Lord himſclfe, Maih 10,4 2,fajth thus: 
Whoſoewer ſhall give unto one of theiſe little ones to arinke a Cup 
of cold Water onely,in the Name of a Diſciple ,verely I ſay unto you, 
he ſhall not loſe bis rewarde. It is a pretious thinge therefore 
1n the ſight of God, when any one giveth to his Miniſters , 
becauſe they are his Miniſters , and giveth not onely of Ne 
ceſlity or of Superfluity;for we muſt not give , onely becauſe 
of our Superfl.uity we cann give ; but we ought togive in 
faich , ſavinge in our hearts + Lord, this is a Miniſter of thy 
Church, I give therefore tohim , Beleevinge rhy vvorde of 
Acceptance. This is a holy Liberality ; this true Chriſtian 
Liberali:y, therefore thus mynded, (and not grudgingely,or 
onely for the Lawcsſake)we ſhould give tathe Maintenance 
of the Lords Miniſters. Forthis cauſe asI have vvriten for 
our Biſhopps and Arch-Biſhopps , ſo I wrice alſo for our 
Parriſk Cleargy, thar the full Tyrhes be allovved , and that 
Peoples freewill Offeringes may be admitted, untill cach Par. 
riſh throughout the Land , have a comperent Meanes for 
the Cleargy ofthe ſame. How bountifull were our Prede. 
ccflors in givinge of Lands fora certaincty of Revenewe, to 
f.icries ard Nunneties?if then they were ſobounticull v here 
God impoſed no bondſoto doe , and this upon them who 
proved unprofhiable Members of the C hurch , ſhould not 
we much morc give ſome parte of our Lands, for a certainery 
of maintenance tro the ncedefull Cleargy of our Pariſ hes? 
If itherefore any Parif hes beſo (male, or pc ore, that it 3cil- 
deth not accmpercent Mcancs for the Cleaigy thercef , it 
would be a blicſſed ihinge, ifthoſe that ate able, givcſome 
parte 
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parte of their Lande, to ycild io the ſame acertainety of Re« 
venewCc, belies the Tithes,and other Bencfits w hich thePar- 
Triſh its ſelfe yeilderh, T he needeftull Clergy of a Parril h I 
accoumpt,a Paſtor or Tcacher,and a Deacon for an aſliſtant 
unto him; for truly it is nor meete, that we put him to read 
Divine Scrvice alwaycs, and alwaycs to doe other Cleargi- 
call Dutyes,who \ hould give himſcltc diligently ro Reading, 
tha: he may P:cach the Ghoſpelt ofien unto us, and 1oundly, 
If therefore in Pariſ hes al:cady ſuſficicnily proviced for , 
there be any {0 Chriſtianly myndcd , as that of ihe aboun. 
dance of chcir poſſeſſions they » il] ſet by a parte, rowardsthe 
Maintevance of th.c Cleargy of another Parril h which hath 
neee, I humbly petition your Majeltic that you gratiouſly 
permit this. To theite I may add the Maintayninge of ſuch 
Officers alſo, as are neceſſary for the perfourmar.ce of a So+ 
Icmne and Divine Service in our Cathcaralls ; and alſo ſuch 
as neceſſarily neede in our Schooles and Univerlitics ; for if 
God ſo gatiovſly accepted,r.,Chron.17,1, ofthe augnenta- 
tion of the State and Magnificence of his vvor! hipp, which 
vve fynde after the Buildinge of the Temple , then may we 
vnder the Chriſtianity alſo Belceve, that our Princes caringe 
to increaſe in a tyme of the Churches proſperity, the State & 
Magnificerce of the vvorl hipp of Godz1s moſl acceptable to 
God,and conſequently the Officers neccfſary in ſuch Service 
may,(though not all asCleargi)be maintayned of theCharse 
of Gods people. And {o likewiſe, becauſe the churches ſupply 
with learned & ableMinifters 1s 1ig ht ncedful,1 her fore as cur 
Schooles or Univcti:ies are needefull, for the trayning up 
<f (ome hereunto , ſo the Governours of them are 3lio 
needcfull,as doinge for Gods Church a very ſpecial! Service ; 
therefore alſo ſuch are to be Mainrayned at the Charge of 
Gods pcoplc, thai ſo.hey may be incouraged in ihe Service 
of ihc Lord. But one thing here ] wif h and petition for, that 
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ſmelleth ſweete , @ ſucrifice acceptable and pleaſinttoGod, Here 
welce what Bleſſings, w hat Thankſgivinge to God, this libe- 
rali:y in Gods people towards the Lords Miniſters, ſtirred up 
in the Kinges and Apoſtles of the Church , here we ſee alſo 
that thisis to God as a Sacrifice acceptable , and plealinge 
nuntohim-. Andour Lord himſclfe, Maih 10,4 2,fajth thus: 
Whoſozwver ſhall give unto one of rhei{e little ones to drinke a Cup 
of cold Water onely,j2 the Name of a Diſctple,verely I ſay unto you, 
he ſhall not loſe bs rewarde. It isa pretious thinge therefore 
in the ſight of God, when any one giveth to his Miniſters , 
becauſe they are his Miniſters , and giveth not onely of Ne- 
ceſſity or of Superfluity;for we mull not give , oncly becauſe 
of our Superfluity we cann give; but we ought togive in 
fai:h , ſaxinge in our hearts + Lord, this is a Miniſter of thy 
Church, I give therefore tohim , Beleevinge thy vvorde of 
Accepiance. This is a holy Liberality : this true Chriſtian 
Liberali:y, therefore thus mynded, (and not grudgingely,or 
onely for the Lawecsſake)we ſhould give ta the Maintenance 
of the Lords Miniſters. Forthis cauſe as I have vvritten for 
our Biſhopps and Arch-Biſhopps , ſo I wrice alſo for our 
Parriſk Cleargy, thar the full Tyrhes be allovved , and that 
Peoples freewill Offeringes may be admitted, untill cach Par 
Triſh throughout the Land , have a competent Meancs for 
the Cleargy ofthe ſame. How bountifull were our Prede. 
ccflors in givinge of Lands fora certaincty of Revenewe, to 
f.jcrics ard Nunnetics?if then they were ſo bounticull v here 
God impoſed no bondſoto doc , and this upon them w ho 
proved unprofitable Members of the C hurch , ſhould not 
we much morc give ſome parte of our Lands, for a certainery 
of maintenance to the ncedefull Cleartgy of our Pariſhes? 
If ihercfore any Pariſhes beſo tmale, or pc ore, that it 3cil- 
deth not accmperent Mcanes for the Cleaigy thercef , it 
would be a bleſied thinge, iftholc that ate able, give ſome 
parte 
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parte of their Lande, to ycild to the ſame acertainety of Re- 
venewe, belies the Tithes,and other Bencfits w hich thePar- 
riſh its ſelfe yeildeth, The needetull Clexrgy of a Parrilh I 
accoumpt,a Paſtor or Tcacher,and a Deacon for an aſſiſtant 
unto him; for truly it is nor meete, that we put him to read 
Divine Service alwaycs, and alwaycs to doeother Cleargi- 
call Dutycs,who  hould give himſcltc diligently ro Reading, 
tha: hc may P:cach the Ghoſpelt ofien unto us, and 1oundly. 
If therefore in Pariſ hes al:cady ſuſhcienily provided for , 
there be any fo Chriſtianly mynded , as that of the aboun. 
dance of ihcir poſſeſſions they » ill ſet by a parte, towards the 
Maintevance of ih.c Cleargy of another Parrit h which hath 
necde, l humbly petition your Majeſtic that you gratiouſly 
permit this. To theile I may add the Maintayninge of ſuch 
Officers alſo, as are neceſſary for the perfourmar.ce of a So 
Icmnec and Divine Service in our Cathcaralls ; and alſo ſuch 
as neceſſarily neede in our Schooles and Univerlitics ; for if 
God lo giatiov(ly accepted, r1.Chron.17,1, ofthe aug enta- 
tion of the State and Magnificence of his vvor! hipp, which 
vve fynde after the Buildinge of the Temple , then may we 
under the Chriſtianity alſo Beleeve, that our Princes caringe 
to increaſe in a tyme of the Churches proſperity, the State & 
Magnificerce of the vvorſ hipp of Godz1s moſl acceptable to 
God,and conſequently the Officers neceſſary in ſuch Service 
may,(:hovgh not all asCleargi)be maintayned of theChar: e 
of Gods people. And (o likewiſe, becauſe the churches ſupply 
with learned & ableMinifters is 1ight ncedful,1her fore as cur 
Schooles or Univcrli:ies are needefull, ſor the trayning up 
<f (ome hercunto , ſo the Governours of them are alſo 
needecfull,as doinge for Gods Church a very ſpecial! Service ; 
therefore alſo ſuch are to be Mainrayned at the Charge of 
Gods people, thai ſo hey may be incouraged inihe Scriice 
of ihe Lord. But one thing here 1 wil h and petivion for, that 
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Officer of our Cleargy,as that the Meanes of thelivinge being 
ſafficient,nyv one of them be ſaffered to ingroſs any more 
ſpirituall livings into his hande : for it is the villifyinge and 
decayinge alſo the Miniltrativn of the Ghoſpell, when one 
Maa havingec divers Charges, executes one himſclfe , and 
leaves the reſt,cither unto roo ſeldome viſitation , or elſe ta 
ſome readinge and inſufficient Miniſter, 
Thus having written for the Maintenance of ourMiniſters, 
I wil proceede to write alſo of the Repairing of ourchurches, 
If the Lord ſo gratiouſly accepted , of the diſpoſition of 
Kinge David, concerninge increaſinge the Magnificenſe of 
the vvorſ hipp of God, 1.Chron. 17,3, by changinge the Ta« 
bernacle into a glorious and magnificent Temple , why 
ſhould we not thinke that under the Chriſtianity alſo , the 
Lord moſt gratioufly regardeth our beaurifyinge of the very 
Temples where he is vvorſhipped?how ill befirting thEis it, 
that in this lands, but ſpecially in our country Parit hes,Guds 
Temples are moſt baſcly provided for, lvinge ſo ruined, and 
ſoduſty , as that it cannot but abate the devotion of Gods 
people. My humble petition is thercfore unto your Ma- 
jeſtie,that you provinge an engliſh Iofiah , zealous of the 
glory and ſplendour of Gods Temples, permit the free will 
Offeringes of your people , untill there be ſufficieotfor the 
Repayringe and Adorninge of the Churches of God. Ir is 
truly anc:ror in ſome under the Reformation, that they (ſoa 
as they but vvorſhipp God in his Temple ) make no con- 
ſcience of Beautifyinge and Enrichinge alſo the place of Aſ. 
ſemblinge;but now from the Example of the Church under 
the Lawe we ſee, how acceprable to God theCare and Bounty 
of Gods Kinges andPegplc is,cven in this matter of Beauti. 
fyinge the very Churches wherein we vvorſhipp God. As 
for the manner of Adorninge of Churches , though ſome 
like 
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like Pires of holy Stories, yet I rather wiſh a paintinge & 
guildinge, as the Arches,and fat hion of pillars, wil beſt agree 
with, anda wrytinge of Divine Storics here and theie, For 
truly I fynde the Lord, no where to commendto his people 
any former things done , to be repreſented by Pitures;bur 
rather he commends unto them a writinge of his vyorde 
about their howſes , and in memoriall- of things paſſed, to 
ſet up either Stones, or other like things , which carry no re. 
ſemblance of the thinge done, This I take to be to the end, 

that for matters of faith , which vve muſt have faith of that 
ONCe it vyas done , he yyould not uſe us to any repreſenta- 
tion of the (ame to Our cye. And indeede what this Deviſe of 
pituringe Divine Stories in Churches came unto under 
Popery,vve may mourningely perccave ; for the next to this 
was [mages alſ{o,and then Idolatry. Men are too proane to 
delight to be put in myade of things of faith , by piQures of 
the ſame ſet before theircye ; but it is the next way to put 
faith out of the hearte,and argues a faile inwardly of the ſight 
of thoſe things , by faith of the vvorde reade and Preached, 
For theiſe cauſes (Dread Soveraigne) I humbly petion , that 
your people be not accouſtomed againe as under Popery, to 
Pictures of things of the Divine Story ; but rather that they 

may lcarne to have a ſight, through faith of the yvorde prea«= 
ched and reade, & ſo adorne the Churches rather with ſecme- 
ly paintinges and guildinges, then with painringe of Stories, 
Morcover , becauſe in ſome places the Congregation is fo 
greate,and the Church cither ſo ſcante, or ſo ill provided of 
roome, that the people cinot conveniently kneele at praier, 
or ſit the ryme of the Sermon, meete it is that ſuch Churches 
be cither in larged, or provided of Galleries and formes , as 
neede requireth for it is no ſmale diforder, when a Church 
is glorious by Adorninges, and yet not fitted for the peoples 
worſhipp. Laſtly,w hcercas our Church (in the — ho 

ome, 
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ftome) hath well ordered , a ſettingeaparte one parte of the 
Church for Men, another for Women , ſo preventinge a 
dangerous intermixture of the Sexcs in that place,l humbly 
peticion, that the diſorder hereof in ſome populous Congre- 
gations may be redreſled, 

If therefore at any populous Aſſembly it fall oat , that 
there be diſorder herein , meete it is that the Governours 
have power of the Seatcs,to diſpoſe them ro Men, & Women 
aparte by themſelvs ; neither truly is therein thciſe tymes 
little neede of this, if the vvickedneſs of ſome in populous 
Congregations wereknowen, To avoide therefore an oc. 
calton and advantage of eyecll , it is very neecdefull to ob. 
ſerve more ſtritly then now uſually is done,that cuſtome of 
our Church, in orderinge one patte of the Chuich for Men, 
theother for Women, 

Thus havinge written alſo of the Repayringe and Adora 
ninge of Churches, I hambly pray, 1hat I way procecde ro 
the laſt obſervation made upon the former collected Scripe 
tures, w hich was, That when there was a Suſficiency , this 
was to beacknowledged by the Cleargy , and the; eopleto 
be ſtaicd from Offeringe. 

It hath bene an old fault in the Cleargy , but ſpecially un- 
der Popery,never to acknowledge a Sufticiency of Mainte.. 
nance, but to be ever cryinge, Give, Give, and thisto the in« 
ſufferable burtheninge of Gods people, And + hich » orſe 
is, there hath benea multiplyinge of the Orders of Cluargy, 
above that which in old tymes was : and alſoan increaſe of 
Offices, rather for the Service of the Romane Papacycs un. 
lawfull exicnr of luri(dition , thei for the neceſſary Service 
of the Ghoſpell , and of the wor! hipp of God, Neither 
have wicked Men reſted vvith this, but they have added, the 

ſvarminge of religious Ocders of friers and Nunnes, permit. 


tinge them ( all that may be ) to exhauſt Thieaſure _ 
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Gods people. Therefore when a Landels well dividedinto 
- Parithes, Bif hopdomes , and Arch-Bif hopdomes , and 


when the Cathedrall Churches,and Schooles, arc of conxe- 
nicnt Number, fitit is, that theiſc havinge ſufficient Main- 
:enance,it may be to the glory of God acknowledged, and all 
tnneceſſary burthenings ofGods pcople removed. And truly 
t is a wonder to (ee the corruption of things,in that the fatſe 
Cleargy , and the Offices ſervinge rather the Antichriſtian 
uſurpation, then the Miniſtration of the Ghoſpell,. and the 


unlaxfull orders of Friers and Nunnes, exhauſt farr more of . 
the Threaſure of Gods people, then doth the true and neede. 


full Cleargy ordcined by Gad. As for faiſc- Orders of 
Cleargy,me thinkes the very evidence of their addition , to 
the Orders of Cleargy ia the primitive tymes, ſhould move 
men to perceave and hate the Corruptioa. Andas for thoſe 
Ofaces which ſerve the Pope rather then the Ghoſpell, me 
thinkes that the evidence of the evell ofthe Popes extent of 
Juriſdiftion,fhould move the Nations to put of from them 
the burthen of all (uch Offices. And for Frierics and Nun- 
nzrics,ſcinge the Ghoſpell warrants not, that every one that 
will but give himſclfe to Pcaicr, {hould preſently charge the 
Chatrch of God;but rather ordeynes , #4at all eate thetr owne 
Bread, 2, Theſſal, 3,10, except Gods Cleargy , even they-who 
Miniſter the Ghoſpel, 1.Cor.9,6;therefore me rthinkcs,that 
as the Nations would got be guilty, of maintayninge ſuch as 
liveinordinately,and this to the expreſsdiſobeyinge ofa very 
ſ>cciall Ordinance of God, ſo they { hould not ſuffer among 
th:m the ſwarminge of Friers and Nunnes , who all live cf 
other,not of their owne [labour or Meanes, True it is, tha 
it hath bencan Ornament tothe Church , yca and to the 
Ghoſpel], that ſome ſingle Perſons have given up themlclvs 
to ſerve Gad extraordinarily in Pcaiers and Supplications,and 
to be ſcrviceable in Chriſtian Dutryes to ſuch as had Necde , 
G yea 
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yeaand to live fipgle and chaſte ; but though vyeunder the 
Reformation alſo;, may doe well to honor ſuch in our Con. 
gregations, yet let us not bynde them by Profeſſion or vowe 
cverio continue ſo , but rather commend them to Gods 
Grace:to contlaue or diſcontinue as God ſhall move and 
inable them. - And much leſs let us ſuffer ſuch to live inor- 
dinately,by livinge upon that taken from others, but rather 
let them live of their owne Meanes, or cl(e apply themſelys 
toworke, Itisevell lockinge upon the Showe oncly of 
Deyation, when vvithall, diſobedicnccs to Gods holy Or. 
dinances,arc ſuffered in them who make ſuch Showe. 
Toconclude therefore, l now humbly petition your ſacred 
Majeſtic , that a Sufficiency beinge provided , for the truc 
Cleargy of Pariſhes, and for Biſhops and Arch-Biſ hops, & 
ſuch Cleargy as neceſlarily necede in Offices under them : as 
alſo for our Cathedrall churches ſolemne Divine Service,and 
for our Schoolcs and Univerſlitics? Andlaſtly, when our Pa- 
riſh and Cathedrall churches are ſufficicntly provided of 
Adornements,aſvell of the Templcy as of Miniſteriall veſt- 
ments; then that People be ſtaied from Offcringe any more | 
unto the vvorke, ſave onely as new Repayringe of thinges | 
ſhall renewe occaſion. | 
But becauſe experience hath declared , that the Clgargy | 
beinge once ſufficiently provided for , and made ſureof in» | 
joyingeduringe life ſuch Maintenance , have growen laſſi. ' 
vious of life, light of Gelture, yea and negligent of Preaching 
the Ghoſpcll conveniently often , therefore I humbly peti- 
tion a prevention , of this abuſe of yours aud your Peoples 
Bounty. This prevention is no otherwiſe to be done, then 
by ſubicQinge ourCleargy tadanger,in caſe that upon bcing 
ſctled in alivinge , they then behave not themſelvs as be- 
commeth the Miniſters of the Ghoſpell. 
hirgivinge Orders hath taken Carc hetcof 1 
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iven to them who are Ordeincd , 2nd in takinge of then 4 
Eynde of Promiſe (o to doe ; but the faile is, that afterwards 
they not doinge ſo , the Reporte of the Pariſhioners is no! 
hearkened unto, unleſs ſome formall Accuſation ſecond the 
ſame. Vader this Sheild our Cleargy are fo carcleſs to car- 
ry the Showe of Godlinefs and Holineſs, that rather they in- 
cliae to the contrary,even toa Showe of licentious Liberty, 
Truly when I awe the very Showe of Sanity which Popiſh 
Preiſts make, and marked the eftet and power even thereof 
ta the people, I wiſhed the true SanQiry of ſome of our Di- 
vines in them, & thcir Showe of SanQity inall our Divines : 
for the very Showe of Devotion and SanQtity in Preiſts, as it 
anſwereth to the holy Offices they hold, and profefſion they 
make, ſo ir js not in vaine to the people of God, but rather is 
a Light and example unto them. For this cauſe] here petri. 
tion , that the voice of the Pariſhioners eoncerninge their 
Cleargy may be hearkened after, asa Meancs to cometo the 
knowledge ofthe lightneſs,or evell Manners of their Clear. 
gy : For Men are loath to be Accuſers in Courts of Iuſtice, 
when yet in faithfulne(6,and with true Charity towards Gods 
Church, they cann ſee, and ſeinge mourne for, the Lightneſs, 
laſciviouſne(s, Looſcneſs, and cyell diſpoſition and Manners 
of their Cleargy. 

Moreover , it wcre good , that our Biſhops bounde our 
Divines, to the uſinge of religious exerciſes & dutyes in their 
familyes,ſuch asare Morninge and Eveninge Praicr , Grace 
before and after Meare, Readinge the Scriptures by them of 
their houſchold by turnes, Repetirion ofSermons, and Ca- 
techiſinge conveniently often ; for hardly cann a Man ob. 
ſerve in his family theiſe things , but it will bynde him to 
havea care of his owne Manners and Converſation 4 that it 
be notin his family, nor abroade in Company , otherwiſe 
then Godly and Religious. We have ſeene the lamenitable 
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eff:As of Riches and Glory in the Cleargy , when Gods 
Princes and People havinge given. bountifully unto rhem , 
and made ſuch Bounty aſſured alſo unto them to injoy the 
ſame : for then the Cleargy have takea Liberty , tolive 11. 
ccatiouſly,and ungoily.. Neither cann we expeRt any other 
fruit of greate Revenews in Cleargy-Men , if Gods Princes 
awe them not with the Sworde , profellinge the uſe of the 
ſame againſt them, if they leave: to be that w hich God by his 
vyorderequircsthem to be, and be that which Gods vyyorde 
condemnes. Let us enrich our Cleargy, but let us not hurte 
them,cither by an exceſs in Giving,or by leavinge the rejincs 
of their Manners wholy unto themſelys. How greate hurte 
did thoſe two greate Emperors doe to the Cleargy, Conſtan- 
tine the greate,and Charles the greate, if the reporte of their 
Donations to the Biſhop of Rome be true ? 7vhat Blood 
have thoſe Lands occaſioned the ſheddinge of ? what bold. 
neſs have thoſe poſſeſſions ingendred in the Cleargy of that 
City ?. By thoſe poſſeſſions cheifly , the Cleargy of that city 
. grew not onely licentious, butallo incorrigible ; but it hur- 
teth both the Cleargy and alſo the Church of God , when 
Gods Princes pofleſs the Cleargy of ſuch meaſure of poſleſ@ 
ſions,as that both they will be wicked , and alſo arc ablc to 
reſiſt the Diſcipline ofthe Sworde , if any Prince would in 
duty to God make ufe of it againſt them. Therefore of for- 
mer experience we of theiſe tymes may beware \, that we 
poſſeſs not the Cleargy of too large and indeede Superfiuous 
Revenews , lcaſt they growe the cleane contrary to that 
which the yyorde of God requires them to be, Yea to come 
neerer home , doe but looke upon our {ilken Cleargy ſince 
they have but felt the blaſt of the Princes favour , obſerve 
their lightneſs of Geſture, boldneſs againſt all Men , liberty 
in ſpeach, that I add not, laſſiviouſneſs and lufifull vvanton- 
neſs. I ſpeake of our yonger ſorte of Cleargy , who by Na- 
ture 
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tureare apteſt , and therefore firſt Cocbegirn a declination 
from Clcargicall Holineſs ; but, have no cye at theiſe 10 
marke and corrct their abuſe cf this Grace, and ſhortly,cven 
w hen they grow older to ſupply the reomes of our Biſ hops, 
you ſhall have a new a wicked Epilcopacy, Therefore I 
humbly pray your ſacred Majcſiie,not that yeu change frem 
favouriuge, honoringe,and enriching cur Cleargy, but one! y 
that an eye may be had of them that they abuſe nor this 
Grace,turning it into ungodly liberty: As alfo,that our clcar- 
oy becnjoyncd to uſe their family to religious hovſchold 
dutyes: and laſtly , that the reporte or fame of thoſe u ho arc 
converſant or ncighbours with our Cleargy, may be hea1ke. 
ned after by our Biſ hops,and occaſion thereby t2ken, to have 
an eye at ſuch,w hoſe light behaviour, looſeneſs of conve1 ſa. 
tion,lewdneſs of life, or negleQ of holy family exerciſes, de. 
clares their corruption though the ſerled andiich Iivinges 
they enjoy. 

If this be tiken heede unto by our Bithopps : if alſo rour 
Majeſtie vouchſafe to be zealous herein, givinge alſo Power 
to your Miniſters of yourKingedome to have acarc of, & an 
eyc at theiſe things in the Cleargy neere them, then would I 
not feare any harme, by the moderatc increaſe of your and 
your Pcoples Bounty towards our Clcaigy. With the peti, 
tioninge vyhereof , Icloſe up this Chapter alſo , and pig. 
ccede to an other, 
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'0) Kinge Ichoſn4phat we reade 2,Chron,s7,p: Trat he ſent by 
Princes , and With them Levits and Preiits , who taught in 
the Cityes of Iudah,an4 had the booke of the Lawe of the Lordwih 
them , an4 went about throuzhout all t be Cityes of lud1h , and 
taught the People. 


From this Scripture I oblerve , That the Kinge did not 
onely take Care that there were Teachers, but allo that thoſe 
Teachers teach the People: yea he joyned his Princes in this 
Care, that in every City they ſhould ſee, that the People be 
taught by their Teachers. I therefore obſcrvinge in this 
Kingedome,that many-many Pariſhes , either had no Tea- 
chers,or havingTeachers, yet thoſeTeachers careleſs]y taught 
the People , Preachinge the Ghoſpell once a month onely 
for ſatisfyinge the Lawe, was moved to write that my ſhorte 
and Zealous little vyrytinge, which firſt I exhibited ro your 
facred hands at Theobalds ; adventuringe now alſo, to conti- 
nue my petition in this vvritinge more at large. Neither 
would I have troubled your Majeltie with this petition , if ic 
were not evidentto all Men, that neither lcangth of ryme, 
nor cryc of people , haye preyayled over our Teachers to 
tcach their People diligently. Neither have our Biſ hops 
furniſhed cach Parriſh with a Teachinge Miniſter, neither 
have they puniſl hcd thoſe, w ho cann teach, but doc not con- 
veniently often Preach unto the People. If your Majcſtie 
thereforce,and your Princes aſſiſt them , that they may place 
Teachers where thereare none, and may puniſh or remove 
ſuch as can teach,but doe nor, or if at all, yet not coveniently 
often, you ſhall doc a holy yyork,& 1 hall greatly m_— = 

urch 
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Church of God. Your Majeſtic hath: good expericnce 
( bleſſed be God ) but that our Univerſitics are not ſo barren 
as not to affoorde Teachers cnough, & alſo that your people 
are not ſo ſparing, as not to give largely(belides what of Ne. 
ccſlity they give)to have a Teacher appointed uutothem;fox 
many arethe places in this Kingedome , vvhere beinge ill 
fitted withthoſefſetled in the liviogs, they of their voluntary 
raiſc from amonge them a yearcly ſtipend for a hired Tea- 
cher, Scinge thercfore Gods blcſſinge is ſuch upon our 
Univerſities; ſcing alſo your people arc {o well difpoled, pitty 
it vvere to force them to content themſelvs with a dumbe 
Preiſt ſolonge as he liveth. My petitivu therefore unto 
yonr Majeſticis , that where one poſleficth the place who 
cannot Preach,and w here any one poſleſſeth the place, w ho 
though he cann , yet do:h not conveniently often Preach 
unto the people , there ſuch be removed from the livinge, 
havinge onely ſome ſmale ycarily (tipend allowed them, & 
an other placed in the ſame, who buth cann and will Preach 
the vvordeconvenicnily oftcn, Surely if ſuch were awed 
with hazard of the livinge , w ho though they cann, yet doe 
not preach convenicntly often, this woulde provoake them 
to ſtudy harder, and with praQiiſe to atraine a facility in Tea- 
chinge , that ſo they may conveniently often Preach the 
yvorde: for, vve ſee how carefull they are of all thoſe things, 
by which they ſhall hazard the loſs of thcir livinge. And 
is not Teachinge the very (peciall Daty ofa Teacher ? vyhat 
therefore ſhould rather hazard the loſs of his livingethena 
Negligent Tcachinge ? If it be now demanded , what I ac- 
coumpt conveniently often, Ilanſwere, once upon the Sab- 
baoth day, if not twice ; for ttuly, Monthly Sermons ſerve 
not , Cither for the ſufficient inſtruQinge of people in the 
Nivine Myſterics,or for the reproofe of their evell|Manners, 
Alas {my Lord) ifthe yyorde preached be appointed = a 
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Soule-food , cann the Soulcs of Men be fed with Monthly 
Sermons ? but your Majeſtic is not ignorant, that in coun. 
try-Pariſhes , ſuch is the backwardnels of people to undcr- 
ſtande and conceave the Myſteries of religion neceſſary to 
Salvatioa : ſuch alſo,not the rudeneſs onely, but the wicked- 
neſs of diſpoſition concerninge Manners, that it muſt be no 
ſmale labour toinſtrut them in the one , and to Reforme 
them by Religion in the other, Teachinge is not barely 
the leavinge a Sermon with a company of people , butitis 
the fittinge the vvorde to the preſent Neceſlityes of the hea. 
rers; therefore alſo he that will be a good Paſtor or Teacher , 
muſt hayc his eyes and cares abroade amonge his Pariſhio« 
ners,toobſcrve what they are ignorant in, & what erronious 
Opinions any fall into, and what their life and converſation 
ufually is, and whither in their familyes they uſe or neglett 
religious dutyes, for,w ho ſo doth not this,as he cannot well 
knowe the Neceſlityes of his Pariſhioners,ſo alſo he knowcs 
not to fit the vyorde to the occaſions. But becauſe , either 
theantient may be ignorant in ſome points of Religion very 
neceſſary to their Salvation : vr becauſe the ignorant youth 
growes dayly in each Parriſh: or becauſe they vvhich knowe 
religious Myſteries neede incouragement and confirmation 
in them : or becauſe Satans temptations, and the corruption 
of Manners is neveridle , but daily aſſaults the people, to 
drawe them either to neglettheworde, or not to obey and 
obſerve it in their lifeand converſation , therefore there 1s 
neceſſity of Preachinge the vvorde once at the leaſt cyery 
S1bbaoth, and Monthly Sermons ſuffiſe Hot. That kynde 
of Preachinge vvhich takes a text at random , and onely in 

largeth a diſcours as it gives occaſion, is but a kinde cf gene-. 
_ rall Preachinge, vyhich may fit all places ;'but Paſtorall Tca- 
chinge ncedeth a reſpeR to the occalions of the Parrif h. 


Yaine yyere phiſick if it reſted onely with a general! gecla. 
ration 
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ration what is good for ſich and ſuch diſcales , and did not 
moccover deſcend to perticuler diſcaſed Perſons, to be ap- 
plied as the Neceſlityes require ; even (o isitalfo vvith Divi- 
nity, Who vvould coumpt him a good Shepheard , wha 
though he knowes and cann declare all difcaſes, & all reme. 
dies pertayninge toShcepe , yet applics not each remedy ag 
any diſeaſed Sheeps gives occaſion ? It is therefore a defec. 
tive Teachinge , wherecither the Paſtor is ignorant of the 
ſpiricuall diſeaſes ofhis people, or knowinge them , yer firg 
not the yvorde of God untothem , or havinge onely done 
thar, leaves to ſecond the Preachinge , with the Power and 
Diſcipline of Rule and Goverment. Alas,how ſmale effets 
of the vyorde preached fynde we, vyhere the Paſtor havinge 
Taught his people, hath no Power nor Authotity further,to 
judge and puniſh the diſobedicnr, 

And indeede what other frut& or ſucceſs cann we expe , 
while we ſever that which God joyned togeather ? for he 
joynedeccleſiaſticall Power of ludgement and Puniſhment 
with the miniſtration of the worde, Let us but looke into 
ſeverall Pariſhes, where ludgement & Punithment doe not 
accompany the worde preached, but the Paſtor reſts vvith his 
leavingea Sermon onely , and the people are left for matter 
of Goverment or Rule ro the Bil hops Courte , and there 
letus obſerve, if the people be not ſo carelefs of the vyorde 
once hearde, that they care not of all the vvecke after, either 
tothinke any more of it,or ro reforme themlelvs in any one 
thinge by it, Hence partly it is, that where there 1s every 
Sabbaoth day Texchinge, yet the People remaine as unchri.. 
ſtianly in their converſation, as if they never heard the w ord 
of God at all;though indeede in ſome few places,the carneſt 
zcale of the Preacher , prevailes over the people to take the 
more heede , & themorc conſcionably to « bſerve the things 
Preached; but yet even there it isevident,w hat a def there 

H is of 


$$. 
is of Rule to accompany the Preachinge. Neither let us 
thinke that the Charches Rule and Diſcipline , ſhould not 
ſtrearch unto the very converſation or ſpeach of Men, ſeinge 
the Ghoſpell reſts not with ations oacly, but ſtreatcheth its 
ſelfe unto Mens Speaches alſo; therefore yve reade, Epheſ.g, 
29 : Let nocorrupt communication proceede out of your 


© mouths: and verſe, 31 : Letallevell ſpeakinge be putavvay 


from you. And chap.s,3: All uncleaneſs, let it not be once 
nam2:d among you, neither filthineſs,neither fooliſh talking, 
ncither jeſtinge,which are thinges not comely. 

Theiſe and many the like precepts the Ghoſpell gives to 
Meneven concerninge Speach ; neitherare theiſero be ac- 
coumpted as bare Counſailes , but rather as Commande- 
ments, which the Diſcipline of the Church ſhould conc 
in the diſobedient. True it is , that the Ghoſpell ſtreat- 
zheth alſo to the affeftions, yea to the very thoughts of Men, 
when yet the Churches Diſcipline cannot ſtreatch to ſuch 
things alſo;but yet becauſe Diſcipline is ordeyned for things 
that come fourth of Men,therefore it ought to ſecond aſwel 
the Precepts concerninge Speach,as the precepts concerning 
AXQons of Drunkenneſs, Fornication, Adultery, Theft, or 
idolatry. Though the Lawes of Kingedomes therefore , 
{treatch not to filthy ſpeakinge , to puniſh it vvhere it is 
uſuall,yet the Churches Diſcipline ought to ſireatch even to 
it. 

Wherfore (Dread Soveraigne)I now humbly pray, that ſuch 
Teachers may be appointed Paſtors of our Parriſh churchcs, 
as who not onely reprove corrupt Communication by prea- 
chinge, but alſo Rulinge according to the Doatryne Prea- 
ched , doe take notice of unchriſtian Communication in 


their Pariſhioners, joyninge vvith the Rulinge Elders of the 


Parriſh,both in callinge ſuch ro Accoumpr, and in judginge 
the ſame, and puniſhingeſuch as continue (til in that dil- 
odcdiencc, 


obedience, notwithſtandinge any exnortation or watninge 
given. This is truly to feede the flock:this is truly to Teach - 
therefore if your Princes by commiſſion from you , doe it 
theirſeverall abidinges or dwellinges, obſervein the Cleargy 
the Neglect hereof , and leavcit not to the Biſhop onely to 
call ſuch Cleargy to accoumpt, but doe themſelvs ( the BiCl- 
ſhop not proccedinge after ſufficient Notice , againſt ſuch 
Clcargy) proccede againſt them, executinge as your Mini. 
ſters your Power in the reprovinge and puniſ hinge of ſuch, 
then would the Cleargy of our Land be awed, & your people 
would ſurely be diligently and proffitably Taught. Where- 
foreI petition your Majeſtic , that the Care hereof be not 
left to our Biſhops andCleargy onely, but that your Princes, 
luſtices,and other Magiſtrates, may in places remote from 
your Princely preſence, have alſoauthority to (ee to the Tea. 
chinge of the People, and ro the Cleargyes executing, both 
concerninge Teachinge alſo & Rule, thcir true Dutyes & Of- 
fices in every of our Pariſh Churches. 

Thus havinge vvricten hereof alſo, I humbly pray that 1 
may proceede » tovyrite of other things in another Chap- 
ter, 


IV, CHAP, 


'$ F King Hezekiah We reade,2,Chron,29,27:That be comm 41s 
XP ded rooffer the burnt Offerings upon the Altar * And When 
the Offerings begann, the ſonge of the Lord begann with the Trum- 
pets,C3 the Iniruments of David Kinge of 1ſracll. 2nd all the Con. 
gregation worſhipped, ſingingea ſonge , and they blew the Trum. 
pets: All this continucd untill the burnte offeringe Was fniſ hed. 
And When they had made an end of Offeringe , the Kinge , ana 
all thar Were preſent with him, bowed themſclvs, & Worſhipped. 
Then Hezekiah the Kinge,and the Princes, commanded the Levits 
79 praiſe the Lord with the Weordes of David , and of Aſaph the 
Seer, And Hezekiah ſpake,and ſaid, Now ye have conſecrate your 
ſelvs,come neere, and bringe the ſacrifices, and offering of praiſe, 
into the houſe of the Lord. A1%, Hezehiah ſent roall Iſraell and 
Indah,and alſo wrote letters to Ephraim, and Manaſſch, that the 
ſhould come to the houſe of the Lord in Hieruſalem , to keepe the 
Paſſeover unto the Lord God of Iſraell. And Hezehiah ſpake 
Ty unto all the Levits , that had knowledge to ſinge unto 
the Lord, 


From theiſe Scriptures I gather ſpecially theiſe fower 
thinges : 1: That in tyme of pcace and proſperity, the Lords 
vyorſl hip may be increaſed in Magnificenſc; 2:That theKing 
tooke care,of the ſolemne, Stately, and right perfourmance 
of the ſame: 3 ; That thoſe vyho have the Arte inſonge , 
and in Muſick, vvere cherii hed by the K.inge: 4: That the 
Kinge rooke cate of, and furthered, the Peoples reforte unto 
the ſame. 

It is truly vrorthy our obſervation, thatunto the Manner 
of Divine Scryice ordeyned in the vyildernels , God ap- 
proved 
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provedofthe Additions of Kinges and Prophets , made in 
tymes vyhen the Chuich yvas in Pcace and Proſperity : For 
here yyc reade of the vvords of David , and Aſaph the Secr : 
alſo,of the Inſtruments of David Kinge of Iſraell ; neither 
of which lived in the tyme when the Church wzs in the 
vvilderneſſe. If therefore God approved of this Addition , 
Vvhich made in tome meaſure a change of the former Man. 
ner «ft Divine Service,» hy ſhoulc we under the Chriſtianity 
thinke, that the increaſe of the Magnificence of the vvorſhip 
of God is not acceptable f They ate therefore to be re. 
proved, wv ho contendagainſt the Magnificent Manner of 
Divine Service, ordeyned by Gods Kinges and Preiſts, and 
not diſſonant from his former revciled will, vvhich we fynde 
celtabliſhedin the Chriſtian Church , after the Kinges and 
Princes embraced the Chiiſ ian faith. Neither ought any 
to thinke,that Kinges being converted to God, they have not 
a ſpeciall prerogative in orderinge the (et forme of Divine 
SCIVICE, 

I graunte, they arc not left wholy at Liberty to doe what 
plealerh them ; for 1 noted before in the firſt chapter , 
that the Comandement vvas by the hande of theLotrd, 
and by the hande of his Prophets z but yet this I fay , 
that under the Chriſtianity , where we have not new Re- 
yclations forall things , there the Kinge and GodsPirciſts 
have power , to order the Manner of ihe Divine yyor- 
ſhipp,ſo as they doe nothinge in Subſtance againſt the vvill 
of God alrcaty reveiled. They may indecde under 


the ſheild of this liberty , bringe in many vaine and 
nnſcemely thinges 3 but vye rtruſtto Gods ſtronge hande 
over them. 

And if they be ſo ill mynded , yer vvee ncede not 
doubt , but that the Lorde vvill in due tymec diſcover 
their evcll , and raiſe up redreſs for his CHYRCH, 
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by the hands of more faithfull Servants. In the meane 
tyme,ifthey commande things, which in themſelvs arc not 
againſt the vvorde of God reveiled, we are ſafer in obeyinge, 
then reſiſtinge. I approve not therefore of thoſe, who con- 
temptuouſely ſpeake of the ſolemne Service of our Cathe- 
drall Churches, ſpeakinge rather their owne ſingular con- 
ccipt , then that which hath any ſounde warrant from the 
vyorde of God. 

Theiſe things conſidered, I now for this matter conclude, 
That God is to be bleſſed, for your Majeſtics Indgement and 
vviſedome, in retayninge (till under the Reformation , the 
Magnificent Manner of Gods Divine vvorſhipp uſed in our 
Cathedrall churches, and in ſome few other places;for,ſeinge 
the ſame was ordered by former Princes and Biſhops , it was 
fic to be retayned, ſave onely vyherein vve have dire vyar- 
rant by the vvorde of God, or by eyidence of evell, to alter & 
Reforme the ſame:for vye owe a Reverence to that vvhich 
former Miniſters of God have ordered, ſave in things which 
citherare diretly againſt Gods vvorde, or which carry vvith 
them an evidence of evell. But now, ason the one hande 
bleſle God, for your Majcſtics continuinge the Stately vvor- 
{hip of Godin our Cathedrall Churches , fo on the other 
hande 1 humbly pray , thatI may make two petitions 3 the 
firſt, That the peoples underſtandinges may be more yet ten- 
dered then hitherto it hath bene : the ſecond : That the ſin- 
ginge Men,and others imploicd in any Service, may be taken 
carcof,that they be of an honeſt, religious, and holy life and 
Converſation, 

For the better perfourmance of the firſt, it vvere good and 
profitable, That yvhatſoever is ſunge or plaide in that ſo- 
lemne Divine Service, be printed in bookes , that the ſame 
may be read by the people , at the tyme of the {inginge or 
playinge the ſamein the Quire. Neither this onely, but it 
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vvete alſo good that the people were inſtruQed, both readily 
to knowe vvhatisſunge or plaide,and alſo readily to turne to 
the ſame in the booke vyhere they may reade it:yea,childreu 


ſhould be taught this in the Schooles;that ſo beinge trained 


up herein , they may in their age reſorte profitably to this 
ſolemne Service alſo ſometymecs , aſwell as totheir ovyne 
Parriſh Church ordinarily. For, (Dread Soveraigne)though 
Charitably and religiauſly, your Predeceſſors have cauſed the 
Divine Service to be tranſlated intothe Engliſh tongue, yet, 
partly,becauſe al that aſſemble,cannot convenictly aſſemble 
in the Quire, (neither cann the Quire be altered , becauſe of 
the fittinge the ſame to the voices of the Singers , that they 
may hcare one an other): partly, becauſe Songe cannot be ſo 
diſtiaQ,as that the hearers can farr off diſcerne what is ſung: 
partly , becauſe the Muſick plaicth ſome tymes alone in the 
Honour of God,vvhen yet ſome thinge is , or ought to be 
intended, the tune w hereof is with Arte of Mulick plaide al- 
one: and laſtly , becauſe the common ſorte are not | kilfull 
in the Order,what is now ſunge,w hat then plaide; therefore, 
your peoplearc even in theiſe tymes little better , then ifthe 
Service were perfourmed in a ſtrange tongue. Herethrough 
cheifely it is, that your people doe not commonly lo reſpect 
that ſolemne Service as they ought , ncither indeede care at 
all to reſorte to the ſame at any tyme; yea, and moſt of thoſe 
thatdoe ſometymes come to the ſame , come neere onely 
vvhen ſome thinge is read out of the Bible , or when thoſe 
Praiers are faid, which cafily they cann diſcerne and under- 
ſtande;but when any thinge is done in Songe, or vvhen the 
Muſick ſilently plaicth, you ſhall then fynde them to retire 
themſclvs, and to give themſelvs to vvalkinge and talkinge. 
Others,of the yer ſimpler ſorte of people, are { even as thoſe 
under Popery) pleaſed vvith the tune onely , and delighted 
with the ſonge and Mulick, and yvith the ſight of the —_ 
| orde- 
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by the hands of more faithfull Servants. In the meane 
tyme,if they commande things, which in themſclvs arc not 
againſt the vvorde of God reyciled, we are ſafer in obeyinge, 
then reſiſtinge. I approve not therefore of thoſe, who con- 
temptuouſely ſpeake of the ſolemne Service of our Cathe- 
drall Churches, ſpeakinge rather their owne ſingular con- 
ccipt , then that which hath any ſounde warrant from the 
yyorde of God. 

Theiſe things conſidered, I now for this matter conclude, 
That God is to be bleſſed, for your Majeſtics ludgement and 
vviſedome, in retayninge (till under the Reformation , the 
Magnificent Manner of Gods Divine vvorſ hipp uſcd in our 
Cathedrall churches, and in ſome few other places;for,ſeinge 
the ſame was ordered by former Princes and Biſhops , it was 
fic to be retayned, ſave onely vyherein vve have direCt vyar- 
rant by the vvorde of God, or by evidence of eyell, to alter & 
Reforme the ſame:for vye owe a Reverence to that vvhich 
former Miniſters of God have ordercd, ſave in things which 
citherare direfly againſt Gods vvorde, or which carry vvith 
them an evidence of evell. But now, ason the one hande I 
bleſle God, for your Majeſties continuinge the Stately vvor- 
{hip of Godin our Cathedrall Churches , fo on the other 
hande I humbly pray , thatI may make two petitions : the 
firſt, That the peoples underſtandinges may be more yet ten- 
dcred then hitherto it hath bene : the ſecond : That the ſin- 
ginge Men,and others imploicd in any Service, may be taken 
Ccarcof,that they be of an honeſt, religious, and holy lifc and 
Converſation. 

For the better perfourmance of the firſt, it vvere good and 
proffitable, That vvhatſoever is ſunge or plaide in that ſo. 
lemne Divine Service, be printed in bookes , that the ſame 

y be read by the people , at the tyme of the linginge or 
PNxinge the ſame inthe Quire, Neithcr this onely, but it 


were 


63, 
vvetealſo good that the people were inſtruted, both readily 
to knowe vvhatisſunge or plaide,and alſo readily to turne to 
the ſame in the booke vyhere they may reade it:yca,childreu 
ſhould be taught this in the Schooles;that ſo beinge trained 
up herein , they may in their age reſorte proffitably to this 
ſolemne Service alſo ſometymecs , aſwell as to their ovyne 
Parriſh Church ordinarily. For, (Dread Soveraigne)though 
Ccharitably and religiauſly, your Predecefſors have cauſed the 
Divine Service to be tranſlated intothe Engliſh tongue, yet, 
partly,becauſe al that aſſemble,cannot convenictly aſſemble 
in the Quire, (neither cann the Quire be alrered , becauſe of 
the fittinge the ſame to the voices of the Singers , that they 
may hcare one an other): partly, becauſe Songe cannot be (© 
diſtiaR,as that the hearers can farr off diſcerne what is ſung: 
partly , becauſe the Muſick plaicth ſome tymes alone in the 
Honour of God,vvhen yet ſome thinge is , or ought to be 
intended, the tune w hereof is with Arte of Mulick plaide al- 
one: and laſily, becauſe the common forte are not | kilfull 
in the Order,w hat is now ſunge,w hat then plaide; therefore, 
your peoplearc even in theiſe tymes little better , then if the 
Service were perfourmed in a ſtrange tongue. Herethrough 
cheifely it is, that your people doe not commonly lo reſpect 
that ſolemne Service as they ought , ncither indeede care at 
all to reſorte to the ſame at any tyme; yea, and moſt of thoſe 
thatdoe ſometymes come to the ſame , come neere onely 
vvhen ſome thinge is read out of the Bible , or when thoſe 
Praiers are ſaid, which cafily they cann diſcerne and under- 
ſtande;but when any thinge is done in Songe, or vvhen the 
Muſick ſilently plaicth, you ſhall then fynde them to retirc 
themſclvs, and to givethemſelys to vvalkinge and talkinge. 
Others,of the yet ſimpler ſorte of people, are { even as thoſe 
under Popery) pleaſed vvith the tune onely , and delighted 


with the ſonge and Muſick, and yvith the fight of the Stately 
ordc- 
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orderinge and perfourmance of things;but this , without ca- 
ringeatany tyme to vyorſ hipp God in the Spirit, and vvith 
the underſtandinge, ſo that they onely ltand gaztoge , thin. 
kinge ita ſufficieat worſhipp if they have but bene there, & 
ſeene Divine Service. But as this evell 1n Gods people 
cannot but be diſpleaſinge to God, o ſurely it ſome good or- 
der be not taken for redreſs hereof , it cannor but end.inger 
the Lords acceprance of the very Serviccits ſclfe:for,it is not 
ſo much the Service yvhercin a few vvorſ hip , as thc vyor- 
ſhip of many in Spirit that he regards. 

Thus havinge vvritten of my firtt petition, I humbly pray, 
that | may proccede to the ſecond, 

If onely Art be heeded in them admitted Miniſters in the 
Divize Service, as if ({9 they be {killfull, then) 1t matie:s wot 
what their lives and converſations be, then yyhen any pro 
phane or irreligiouſly diſpoſed Perſons arc aimitied , we 
(from experience) cann hardly cxpc other, then thar their 
unſanctified Soules wiil bringe fourth , as prophanels in 
theirlife and converſation abroade , ſo irreverence and a 
mecalure of prophaneſs in the very cx:cution of their parts 
in the Divine vvorſhipp. Bat when people ſee irreverence, 
or any mcaſure prophaneſs in the Miniſters, it abates their 
devotion , andis no ſmale Scandall to the Service its ſclfe, 
Therefore I humbly petition, that our Biſ hops have not care 
that they revcrently perfourme their parts in the Service 
onely, butalto that they or the Deanes doe inquire of their 
life and converſation abroade alſo out of the Church : for, if 
abroadec in their howſes , or common company , they be 
wanton, laſcivious or prophane , no Awe will ſerveto rc- 
ſtreine , that in the Service alſo theirdiſpoſition breake not 
fourth upon every little advantage or opportunity to ſhcw 
the ſame, If therefore our Bil hopps and Drancs inguire 
after ihe common life and conyeriation of tuch w hat it is 
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abroade out of the Church : if alſo they inquire whither i; 
thcir familyes they uſe or negleR religions Dutyes , ſuch as 
are cycninge Praicr at Icaſtwiſe, Grace before & after meate, 
rcadinge the Divine Scripturcs, Repeatinge of Sermons ſomne 
tymes,and ſome tymes Chatechiſinge;then this wouldAwe 
- them to exerciſe themſelvs to a Holineſs of life and conver. 
ſation; Eſpecially, if as they ſhall be founde conformable, cr 
diſorderly,ſo they ſhall be admitted, or put by the Service, 

Yea it were good, that an exhortation were given to all, that 
ifany of them kuowe any amonge them, to be looſe and laſ. 
civious of Spcach, prophanc in converſation, or negligent of 
religious Dutyes in their familyes, they ſhould informe the 
Bit hop or Deane of the ſame, rhat ſo the party may be ob. 
ſerved, & as occaſion is given be proceeded againſt. Verily, 

It greately endangers the Service, both towards God, and t0- 
wards Men,when the Miniſters of the ſame are knowen, to be 
wicked Men in their life and converſation : for it cannot be 
but that the Lord ſhould turnc his face, even from a good 
Service executed by ſuch, (if authority allowe ſuch to be Mi. 
niſters therein, as who commonly arc knowen to be wicked 
of life and converſation ) : Neither cann it be but that the 
pcople alſo,ſhould take ſuch offence at ſuch, as that cyer the 
very Service alſo ſhall wci! neere be forlaken. 

If thciſe things therefore / Dread Sovcraigne) be carefully 
ſcene unto , I nothinge doubt , but that our Divine Scrvice 
now uſcd in our Cathedrall Churches, will both be more ac- 
ceptable to God then herctoforc, and alſo more con{cion2- 
bly. and religiouſly then heretofore frequented by Your 
people, I may here add the like petition againſt our Cieat rc: 
of Pariſhes, who commonly beinge of the leweell 
cf the Partiii1 for life and converſation , doe allo 19 
irreverently, unſkilfally , and unſecmely perfourms 1i:9:s 
Office,that the people of God cannot but take vliex.ce her? 
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Tocomicf lie my ColleRions, together with my obſervatios 
1-0: theile collceed Scriptures, | now humbly petition, that 
«; here it is faid , That the Kinge, and the Princes comman. 
ded, &c: ſoas in your Preſence your ſelfe {ce totheiſe things, 
ſo likewiſe in places remote from your ſacred Preſence,your 
Princes and Magiſtrats (by commiſſion from you) may have 
power and Authority toſee, that Nivine Service becclebra- 
red orderly and reyerently throughout the Kingedome. So 
yvill our Biſhops and other Ecclefiaſticall Officers be the 
more carefull, that juſt cauſe of reproofe be not given, nor 
juſt cauſe of your Princes and Magiſtrates proceeding againſt 
any,for diſorders and anſeemely perfourmance of Dutycs. 


Heiſe Colletions (moſt mighty and Dread Soveraigne] 
I have made ont of ſacred Scripture, thereby in ſome ſpe- 
ciall perticulers to ſhew , how Gods Kinges and Princes in 
that antient Church under the Lawe,tooke care of, and by 
their Authority ordered, even Eccleſiaſticall things alſo per- 
tayninge to the Divine yvyorſ hip and feryice, Hereupon-l 
have adventered ro note unto your Majeſtic,diverſe weigh- 
ty perticulers,w herein this our Church of Englandencedeth 
the redreſs of your powerfull hande, If therefore you 
vouchſafe to be aſſiſtant untothe Church of God in theiſe 
things , you {hall ſurely bynde the ſame unto you to hold 
YOUT Memory bleſſed for ever: for,by orderinge theſe things, 
you ſhall both reſtore the Ordinances of God to his church, 
and diſpoſe rightly the extents of our Cleargy Iuriſdiations: 
you { hall furtherihe Preachinge of the Ghoſpel i inall places 
of this Lande,and alſo be the Mcanes,not of a pompous Ser. 
yice onely, but of a Stately, Magnificent, Holy, & Proffitable 
yyorl hipp of God, Which beinge done, it will beno leſs 
YOUTr 
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your Glory , that preventinge the abuſe of your and yovr 
Peoples Bounty by our Cleargy the Cleargy,have a large and 
rich Revenewe, togeather with Dignitycs andHonors among 
your Nobles & Gentry, 

I acede not here prove from evidence of holy Scripture , 
that Kings and Princes under the Chriſtianity,arc confirmed 
by God ia the ſame Offices w hich the Kinges-under the 
Lawe executed, this I ( hall prove clſewhere, w here I have oc- 
calion to write of this ſubic to thoſe , who as yet are (o de- 
luded of Papall.leafiags , that they acknowledge not the 
fame ; but your Majeſtic profeſlinge your knowledge hereof, 
and praQtiſinge in 'yaur Kingedomes accordinge to ſuch 
know lcdge,l neede but tocertify of fome things only,which 
<ven to this day ncede redreſs in this our church of England. 
If it be obicRed that I move unto Changes, & that Changes 
arc everdangerous in Kingedomes , I then humbly pray 
your Majeſtic to conſider , that I move tono Changes but 
ſuch , as. which the evidence of the will of God in Scripture 
witneſſeth unto. And what the Glory of Changes made 
under the Reformation , accordinge to the vvorde of the 
Lord in Scripture hath bene, the whole worlde now ſeeth , & 
your Majeſtie enjoycth and inheriteth the Glory and Powcr 
of the ſame. 

Doubtleſs, without agreate Change , and the ſame very 
ſtrange & dangecrous,wc had had noReformation of rthingcs; 
if therefore Gods vvarde hath made us happy in overcom- 
minge the dangers of i he greater Change, { hould we neglea 
the yet further Conforminge of things to the vvorde , for 
feare of the danger of the leſſer Change ? I beſcech your Ma- 
jeltie therefore , that you will ſo tender the Good of the 
Church of God,as that no feare of the danger of a Change , 
may hinder the yet further conforminge ot things , to the 
2vidence of the yvill of God as vvefyade it in hoiy Scripture. 
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With which Petition I put anend totheiſe my ColleQions 
oat of holy Scripture, humbly praying, that I may yet further 
continucthis wryting of myne, ſhewing unto your Majeſtic 
the cyidence of the prevaylinge,or not prevaylinge , of the 
Kingdome of heaven amonge your People , as the. Mini. 


* iters are good or bad, painefull or idle, whoarc allowed in 


this your Kingdome to poſle(s our Spirituall livings. Vertly, 
( my moſt gratious Soveraigne ) who lo loveth the prevay. 
:ingc of the Kingedome ofheaven , anddeftreth the {uppreſ- 
on of the Kingedome of 5athan,cannoe vut cheriſh and re. 
joicc of the induſtrious Miniſters of the Ghoſpell , and be 
zcalous againſt the negligent and idlg Hopinge therefore of 
your Majcſtics gratious diſpoſition towards the Kinge- 
dome of Heaven , aud zcalous hatrcd of the Kingedome 
of Sathan , I vvill proccede to ſhew , the Mcanes by 
which the Kingedome- of Heaven prevayleth amonge your 
people,petitioninge alſo your gratious cheriſhinge, and afli- 
ſtinge the ſame. | 


_—cc. 
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epetience hath declared , that the Kingedome of Heaven 
hath increaſed, and Sathans Kingedome decreaſed, by 1hc 
Ghoſpellsbcinge Miniſtred by Men, vvho havean inſeazo- 
ning of the Spirit of God;therefore every childe of theKing- 
dome of Heaven,as he loveth the prevaylinge of the one, 6& 
declyninge of the other Kingedome, ſo he is to love,cheriſh 
and fuſteine to his Power, ſuch Miniſters of the vvorde , as 
have evidence of an inſeazoninge of the Spirit of God. The, 
Scripture every vvhere vvitneſicth, that the Miniſtration of 
the vyord through the Spirit in theMinifter,is trely that pre- 

| Yay linge 
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vaylinge Power and effeQuall Miniſtration,by which, if not 
onely, yet cheifely, the Kingedome of Heaven prevaileth, & 
the contrary Kingedomes ſubdued ; therefore though the 
vvorde Miniftred by a wicked Miniſter may be of fome , yet 
certainely it is not of like Power, as vvhen the Spirit of God 
aſſiſteth the Miniſter in miniſtringe the ſame. It is therefore 
none of the leaſt vertues of a godly King,to obſerve the Mi. 
niſters of che Ghoſpell, markinge tn whoſe Miniſtration the 
Ghoſpell moſt prevaileth,and in vvhoſe not; the one to che- 
riſh as proffitable Miniſters,the other to reprove as unprot.. 
fitable. Suffer me therefore ( Dread Soveraigne) I humbly 
pray you,to ſet before your viewe in a breife manner, the di- 
verſe ſorts of Miniſters, which I fynde in this your Kingdome 
of ENGLANDE,, and the diverſe effets in your 
pcople of thcir diverſe manner of executinge their Mi- 
niſteations ; that ſoit may by the effcAs and Fruits ap. 
pcare , vvho be thoſe Miniſters vvho cheifely have 
an evidence of an inſcazoninge of the SPIRIT of 
GOD. 

Someare admitted Miniſters in the Church of Englande, 
vvho neither by the Spirit,nor yet of induſtrious Study cann 
Pceach at all; therefore they content themſelys to reade Di- 
vine Service onely , or at the moſt toreade ſome tymes a 
Homily to their Pariſhioners. Thciſe , vvhen they reade 
Divine Scrvice , you ſhall fynde them todoe it very irrcve- 
rently, poſtinge over it alſo as haſtily as they may :. Alſo if 
they reade any Homilyes,it is then but ſeldome,and this alſo 
in ſuch a manner, as plainely ſhewes, that they little tencer 
the peoples infitntion. If you obſerve the Speach 'or Com- 
munication of rthciſe out of the Church, you ſhall fynde 
tac ſame tobe yvholy ofthe yvorld and vvord!y things, ha- 
vinge no evidence ot Religion, or of faith accordinge to the 
Ghoſpell, 
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Yea, you ſhall fynde the moſtof theiſe to be pott compa. 
nions, and thisalſo in the lewdeſt and moſt prophane com. 
pany of the Parriſ h:they are as laſcivious as thoſe who have 
no fearc of God; their talke alſo is full of fooliſh jeſtinges, if 
not alſo of ribaldry, Looke into the familyes of theiſe,and 
what ſhall you fynde ? verily , as little ſhew of Godlineſs, 
feare of God,or faith,as in the moſt ignorant and prophane 
familyes of your Kingedome. 

No Morninge or Eveninge Praier , ſcarce Grace before 
and after mcatc , little or no Readinge of the Scriptures , 
No repetition of Sermons, nor any Catechiſing throughout 
theyeare. Asfor your People in ſuch Pariſ hes, you \ hall 
commonly fynde them ignorant in Divine Myſteries nece(- 
fary to Salyation: Careleſs toknowe them atall : Swearers,, 
Dcinkers, leſters, filthy (peakers,and in a vyord, vyithout any 
Showe of truc Godlineſs, fave onely that to ſatisfy the Lawe, 
theyreſorte on ſundaics to the Readinge of Divine Service ; 
but there, neither caringe to marke oughts for their inſtruc. 
tion,nor comminge away , to be oughts atall bettercd in life 
or converſation. 

In theiſc Pariſhes,you ſhall commonly fynde very few, if 
any,Bibles:no uſe made of them at home if there beany; Nor 


- any religious Dutyes ( as I ſaid above) exctciſed in their fami- 


lyes , ſuchasare, Eveninge Prajer , Grace beforg and after 
Meate, Repeatinge of Sermons , or Catechifinge. Alas , 
what evidence of the Spirit of God in ſuch Paſtors ? vyhat 


- prevayling is here of the Kingdom of heaven? Doth not the 


Kingdome of Sathan rather prevaile in ſuch Pariſhes? verily 
( my Lord, and Kinge) you ſhall fynde.under ſuch Paſtors as 
now I write of, the rudeſt, ignoranteſt,and wickedelt of your 


. people;therefore my.humble petition is, that forthe bettc- 


ringe of your people in (ſuch places , and. far removinge a 
{candall from our Church, ſach unpreachinge Paſtors enjoy 


not 
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not yrholy the livings, but rather be put to fome ſmale iii. 
pend, and the reſidue beſtowed on ſome other who cann 
Preach the Ghoſpell, Igrante that Homily-rcadingeis not 
wholy without uſc in ſuch Pariſhes ; but yet no Divines but 
will confes, that ſkill in a Paſtorro divide the worde aright, 
as the Neccſlityes of the Pariſhioners requires , is much ro 
| be preferd umto the ſame : for though Homilyes conteyne 
exccllent and ſounde DoQryne , and are fraught with Chri- 
ſtian precepts,yer they are ſo general), that vvithout a ſkilfull 
makinge uſe of the perticalters in a Homily,applyinge things 
to the preſent Neceffityes of the Parif hioners , they cannot 
proffit the people , as doth a \ kilfull Sermon compoſed by 
the Spiric in the Paſtor , and fitted to the occaſions of the 
tyme and of Perſons. For,in a Paſtor inſcazored with the 
Spirit of God , the Spirit afliſts in his choice, in his judge. 
ment,and direQs him ſecreately to theDofrynes moſt prof. 
fitable for the people of his Charge z therefore a Sermon ſo 
diſpoſed , is farr ro be preferrd before a Homily w hichis 
penned at random, fervinge generally for all places *', and all 
peoplealike. But when the people feele not their ow1 e 
ignorance met with, nor their owne knowledge confirmd , 
nor thcir owne Manners reprovd or commended , they ac- 
knowledge no Power in that read vnto them out of a Ho. 
mily, Neither are Homilyes written to' occafion in our 
Clcargy a Negligence of Study , bur rather for the help of 
thoſe onely who cannot Preach ſoundly at all; therefore farr 
be it from our Church , to fetter a Congregation to a Ho- 
mily reader onely, if the tyres affuorde Miniſters who cann 
divide the vyorde of the Ghoſpell arighr. 

Thus having vvzittetn of one ſorte of Miniſters, I humbly 
pray,that I may proceede to ancther. 

Other Miniſters there are,who though they cann,and doe- 
Preach vyell, yet they preach as ſeldome asLawc wlll permit 
them- 


| 
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them- Hercwithall many of them ate looſe of life & pro« 
phane in Converſation, Yea they are common pot com. 
panions: they ſerveas jeſters at great Mens tables: and make 
no conſcience of thcir Speach, ſo as they may gaine a Mealcs 
meate in ſuch company of Credit, In a vyorde,ncither com- 
monly in their Conyerſation , nor commonly in their 
dealings with Mcn , they ſhew any Signes of a Rel. 
gious diſpoſition of mynde, If you cxamine their fa. 
mily, you ſhall fynde there as little exerciſe of religious Due 
tyes , as in thoſefamilyes where there is ncither faith nor 
feare of God, In ſuch Pariſhes the voice of the people is, 
That they have a Parſon that cann doe well if he would:that 
he is a good fellowe, and the like; but they cannot commned 
him,cither for any painefull Preachinge,or for any cvidence 
of Piety And according to hiscvel diſpoſition and example, 
ſoyou ſhall commonly fynde the Pariſ hioners, to take all 
liberty in vvickedncſs,fo farr fourth as they dare for the Law 
of your Kingedome. Here,what faith ? yvhat SanQification? 
yvhat feare of God ? vyhat talke cf religious thinges? here 
you may fyade ſomeduſty Bibles in familyes, bur they ſerve 
not for any uſe all the yeate longe , ſave onely to carry to 
Church on Sundaies. Here, ſcarce in anyone family of the 
Parrciſh, you ſhall fynde, og Morninge, or Eveninge Prayer, 


the whole ycare thorowe : here,no Repetition of Sermons +. 


no Catechiſing of the family at any tyme; yea ſcarcely Grace 
before or aficr mcate. What evidence here then of the 
Kingedome of heaven ? vvhat childe of that Kingedome 
would not mourne,, to ſee here ſo ſmale fruits of the Gholſ- 
pell ? If it be obieRed , that Morninge and Evcninge Praicr , 
Readinge the Scriptures, Repeatinge of Sermons, and Cate- 
chilinge of the family, are new.taxcs not laid upon Men by 
the Ghoſpell,thea I anſwcre, That theiſe dutyes are included 
cither expreſsly,or by conſequence,in the Commandements 

given 
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eiven us in the Ghoſpell. Morcover, becauſe thoſe com- 
monly doe theiſe things , in whom the Ghoſpell moſt pre- 
vayleth, therefore the not doing them ſervs as a Signe, that 
there the Ghoſpell prevailes not in people as it ought, Laſt- 
Iv , ſcinge every family is a Chirge , where Parcats bave 
Churge of Childcen,and Maſters of Servants , therefore in 
evcry tamily there ought to be ſome Religious exerciſes, by 
z hich faith and devotion may be furthered, 

Another forte of Miniſters there is, who both cann, and 
doc Preach yvcll,yea and often,as every Sabbaoth day once ; 
but though of the aboundance of thcir learninge, they leave 
excellent Sermons with their Pariſhioners, yet, what comes 
of itthey care not , neither ever looke afterits takinge any 
cfteQ at all. And forali thcir Preachinge,yet obſerve them 
in theirlife and converſation,and you ſhal never hearc them 
{pcake of religious things , longer then they are in the Pul.. 
pit; for abroade,all the w ceke and yeate after, their Parif hio. 
ners fyndc that their talke is wholy of worldly matters , ſo 
that by true Signes the Pariſhioners diſcover them to be 
wholy worlily mynded. Civilly courtious they are , but 
Men may caſcly (ce , that it ſprings but from Civility , not 
from Religion. Theiſe love their Parif hioners , but itis 
but becauſe they reape Proffit by them 3 not for that they 
fynde the Ghoſpell and the Grace of God to preyaile in 
them. If you ſcarchinto the familyes even of theile , you 
may fynde commonly more lore of Bibles, and more uſe 
alſo made of them, then in the Minitters howſes of whom [ 
have before yvritten; but yet here you ſhall fyndetheuſe to 
bee, onely as for a vvcaringe out cf the tyme with readinge, 
vyhich clſe they could not at preſent tell how to paſs away 
Here you may fynde Graccs b« fore and after mcate , & gene- 
rally more civility in the family,& more { howec of Religion 
allo then in the former Miniſters howſes ; but yet for Mor- 
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ninge or Eveniuge Praier, Repetition of Sermons, or Cate. 
chiſinge,you (hal hardly fynde theiſe things the w hole yeare 
thorowc. As for the People in ſuch Paril hes, you { hall com- 
monly fynde them better diſpoſed , then in the Pariſ hes 


whereof before I have written ; they are commonly more 


Civill, andreſpective of their life and converſation They 
rclorte with more reverence tothe Church , and have more 
ſtore of Bibles then in the Pariſhes before written of ; but 
as for family exerciſes at home,ſuch as are Morninge or Eve- 
ninge Praicr, Readinge the Scriptures at convenient tymes , 
Repcatinge of Sermons,or Catcchiſinge, you {hall not com- 
monly fynde theiſe things uſed throughout the yeare. If 
you ſcarch them more narrowly, you may fynde indeed ſome 
g00d meaſure of knowledge of Divine Myſteries ; but as for 
faith,or SanQity through the Spirit : as for any converſinge 
of things of faith : as for any joy of things hoped for,accor. 
dinge to the Ghoſpecll of Chriſte , you ſhall hardly fynde 
theiſe things in them, no nor Signes of them, Here we may 
thankeGod,for the evidence of the prevaylinge of theKing- 
dome of Heaven in this your Kingedome , and this by the 
ſight of a ſounde Divine Service,and Preaching,and peoples 
relortinge to the Church; but we cannot here rejoyce of that 
Kingedomes prevaylinge , inthe hearts, lives, and conyer- 
ſations of your pcople. 

I grante indeede ( Dread Soveraigne) that it is no ſmale 
matter, that the Ghoſpell preſſed vvith your Royall Lawes, 
prevailesover Lords, and inferior Governours of familyes, 
ſo much as to bringe their familyes to the Church ; neither 
indcede is it a ſmale Power , that hath brought even this to 
paſs. Moreover, if Lords, and other Governours of fami- 
Iyes, uſinge their familyesto the Church , doeleave them 
therewithall to God, hopinge that the vvorde preached , and 
Gods Grace accompanyinge the ſame , worketh in their -- 

mily 
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mily to make them inwardly good Chriſtians z not further 
uſiog their family publickly,to Morning or Evening Praier 
daily,or to arcading of theScripturs thorow,every cnc his or 
hir part,at convenient tymes,or toRepeating of Sermons, or 
to Catechilinge, yetwe may not doubt, but that in every ſuch 
family there is one, or ſome,in whom the worde of God wor- 
keth, and faith in Godgroweth in them accordinge hereto , 
and ſo hercthorowe there is in that family a private prayinge, 
anda private reading the Scriptures,and private Meditations, 
and ſelfe-Catechiſinges ; therefore alſo vve may not con- 
demne or reproach all ſuch families, as w herein publiquely, 
( the family gathered togeather ) there is not uſually holy 
exerciſes perfourmed. Bur yet, becauſe the very Showe of 
Godlinc(s is good, not onely for an evidence to Paſtors, of 
the prevailinge of Gods Grace in theirPariſhioners, but alſo 
. for examples ſake to others, as ſervinge to provoake or incite 
one family by another in the uſe of ſuch pious exerciſes and 
Showe of Godlineſs » itis very bchoovetu!l , that families 
have thcir publick holy exerciſes at convenient ſeazons, In- 
deede ſome of thole who molt uſe theiſe pious family exer- 
ciſes, make Religion a wearinels to their family, by ſoconti.. 
nually drawinge them ( in every minute of tyme, wherein 
they worke not) totheiſe exerciſcs, that they leave no time 
for their familyes recreation and refreſhment, by ſportinge, 
dancinge,uſinge exerciſes of Ativity, or exerciles of danget 
for animatinge them to yaliancy,and other like, 

Thus by an extreame,a vice growes, and this both to the 
hurte of che family, and alſo to the ſcandall of the Ghoſpe!! 
of Chrillc;tor ſome erroneouſly conceavinge,that Religion 
cannot ſtande with ſuch things, they make their Children & 


ſervants dull,and flowe of motion, and unfit for the defence - 


of the Kingedome and of the Chutrciz; and others thinkinge 
that the Ghoſpell admits not ſuch things, make the Ghoſpels 
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: yoke heavier then the Lord would have if , and ſo make 
- the peopie take offEce therat. Yea, ſom have raiſed a reproach 
- & cauſed theralcelvs to bea by-worde, through their puttii:gc 
- the brigle of their owne worde in peoples mouths,reſtrey- 
ninge them in thinges which Gods yvorce reſtreynes them 
- not in: iuch Mcn doe both themſeivs, and allo the Ghoſpel] 
. wronge, The Scriptures declare the Lord notto diſlike , 
- butrather to approve, of ſportinges, Gen. 26, 8, dancings, 
Exod.1 5,20, ludges, 11,34,37, and of cxercites of AQvity, 
. Judges,20,16, 1. Chron. 14,2 ; therefore noneought by a 
. vyorde of their owne to reſtreyn Gods people in ſuch things, 
Such Men would make conſcience to doc as David did, who 
' forthe reſcue of a ſheepe, would followe after a Beare,and af. 
tera Lion , but thiscxpolinge a Mans ſelfe to ſuch dangers 
cven upon ſuch cauſes , the Scripture rather approves then 
condemnes. Surely the Scripture commendinge as an Or- 
nament and Honor of Kingedomes,that there are AQtive, & 
valiant Men in the ſame , 1. Chron, 12,1, it doth conſe- 
. quently allow of ſuch hazardous exerciſcs as incyte & move 
Mea to a valiant cxpoſinge themſelvs to dangers ; therefore 
. the baitinge of Bulls, of Beares, and huntinge of vvilde Beaſts 
and the like, arc not to be condemned to be uſed by Gods 
people, If any evyell be done , or evell Speach hearde in 
the uſinge of theiſe things, let that indeede be reproyed and 
puniſ hed; but let not Gods people be debarred from the uſe 
of theiſc lawfull things , under pretence that Religion and 
Holineſs will not ſtande with ſuch thinges. Would God 
that they that uſe theiſe things, would ſay, and reſolve , and 
profeſs, that ſcinge God isgratious toallowe them to fporte, 
to dance,to uſe exerciſesfor Aftivity,and even punto danger 
for animatinge of them to valiancy,therefore he ſhould not 
be dil honored by any in the uſe of them;for ſurely if Gods 
people did this,the Lord would delight in his peoples exerci- 
; linge 
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linge themſelvs intheiſe things. True it is, Mars cortipt 
natuceis ſuch,as that hardly it cann uſe thceiſe things witheut 
takinge Liberty withall,both to forget God, and allo to pur 
away his feare , in the tyme of their makinge uſe of thei 
things; but if Maſters of familics, and publick Governours , 
asalſotheir Paſtors , would tcach them ſrequent]y to minde 
the Lord , and to have care in their hearts not to difplcaſe 
him ia their uſinge theiſe things , as alſo would be ready ro 
reprove and puniſh any , that thovld dif honor God in the 
tymcof theuſe of theile things , then the corruption of na« 
ture would be kept downe herein as in other things hereby ; 
for the Awe of Goverment changeth the Manners, which a 
deprayed Nature is apt to bringe fourth. And why { hould 
not every one of cvery family thipke with themſelvs, that as 
to doc or ſay oughts in their ſportinges,one with another,or 
family with family , or ncighbours vvith neighbours , 
vyhich yyould diſpleaſe their Maſters , and alſo their Magi. 
ſtrats, knewe they thereof, were the next way to be deprived 
of thciſe Solaces and Refreſ hments, ſo to diſpleaſc God, is 
likewiſc the next way to make him alſoto deprive them of 
them, and to plague the Land and them f Thetcfore people 
ſhould uſe thciſe chiogs as by Gods permiſſion , havinge an 
Aweof Godin thcir hearts, not to permit or doe any thinge 
in the uſe of them , which is truly a breach cfany of Gois 
Commandements. 

As for the Sabbaoth day , vvhereas ſome uſe cxetciſcs 
of violence unto Blood, ſuch as are baiting of bulls, or beares 
cudgecll playinge, & other like, theiſe,though they be Jay full 
at other tymes , yet not on the Sabbaoth;more harmeleſs f0- 
Jaces & delights befits the ſame, both for conyeniency,G&allo 
for that it isa reſt, aſwell to Beaſls as to Men: the 11ke] might 
ſay for hobby-horſes,and men in vvomens apparell (bur this 


indeedcunlawfull ) yyhich our Maygaimes commonly vic , 
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for,even in indifferent things , there may be a fitneſs not to 
uſechem on the Lords Sabbaoth day. Theiſe things I 
thought good totouch at here, becauſe mea are apt to erre 
by anerroneous reftreinte, aſwell as by an erroneous liberty- 


takinge, Againe, | finde in th 0 molt uſc holy and 
religious dutyes,a cuſtome of long prayi S if they would 
make a cuſtome,or get a Name for great prayinf@ywhereas 


the Lord doth in Scripture declare himſelfe , to delight in 
ſhorte praiers, tendinge to the preſent occaſions of praying , 
vvhichallo are fitteſt for the Spirits attendance thereto , and 
to be made in faith of that praied for. There 1s no truth in 
praicr, when the Spirit , and faith, accompany not the things 
praicd for; neither cann they conveniently accompany longe 
and tedions praicrs, In Congregations indeede, there mult 
bein the Paſtor a ſence of, and praicr for publick offences & 
Benefits, and the very rehearſing of many perticulers is there 
truly needefull;but in the private family, the occaſion of the 
prayinge, vvhitherit be for the morninge oreycninge is eſ» 
pecially to be tendered, though ſom other perticulers for the 
common wealth may alſo breifcly be remembred. 

Thus have I noted ſome eyells, whereinto ſome the moſt 
devoute,are apttofall, that ſo ſuch evells may be prevented ; 
but yet if this Care be taken againſt theiſe evells, it would be 
very proffitabls thatevery family aparteule its ſelfe ro ſuch 
Religious Dutyes. For, forvvant ofaccouſtominge a fa. 
mily hereto, vve fynde that Men goinge to church and com- 
minge from thence, make that all their Religion for all the 
yveckeafter ; never thinkinge any more of any thinge lcar- 
ncd at the Church,nor caringe to doe in the vyecke, as they 
vverc at Church taught todoe ; vvhereas if at home the fa- 
mily vvere uſed to theiſe pious exerciſes, it would occaſion a 
makinge conſcience to reſorte toChurch,and there to vvor- 
ſhipp God vvlth faith in the Spirit , aſwell asin the exter- 

nall 
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nall Geſtures of the Body: as alſoit would mokethem care. 
full of that taught, to remember a parte , and ſome ſpecial 
things,cither to Beleeve them heartily , ortopraQtiſe them 
in their Actions and Speach all the tyme of their life : for 
ſome thiogs are to be Belceved onely, other things arc to be 
praiſed , and in both every hearer ought to be carefull , 
that he doe it as he is taught by the GHOSPELL of 
CHRISTE. 

Thus havinge vvritten of ſome ſorts of Miniſters, and ob. 
ſerved unto your Majeſtic the effeQts of their defes in your 
People , I now humbly pray ,that I may procecde to vvrite 
alſo of thoſe other Miniſters , in vvhom I cannot but re. 
joice, bleſſinge God alſo for them, and for the rich and plen- 
tifull Fruits , of their zcalous and paincfull Miniſtra- 
tion. ] 

Other Miniſters there are in this Church of Englande , 
who beinge learned,are alſo painefull Preachers of the word. 
They preach once at theleaſt , but ordinarily twice on the 
Sabbaoth day, ifnot once in the weeke dayes alſo. Theiſe 
obſerve their Pariſhioners , whither uſually in their life and 
converſation , they bringe fourth any Fruits of their Prea« 
chinge. Theiſe vvaicu over any erroneous opinicns in 
their Pariſhioners, informinge them better , and ſtayinge 
their ourſpreadinge, Theiſe watch alſo over the Manners of 
their Pariſhioners , aſwell their converſation as their dea» 
linge, obſervinge vvhen they are either vitious or vertuous. 
Theiſe apply themſelvs to fit their Preaching alſo unto theiſe 
obſervations,uſinge Comminationsor Conſolations as the 
peoples vices or vertues, negled or obſervation of Doftryne 
gives occaſion. Which that they may the better doe, they 
obſerve & marke the common fame that goes of any iathe 
Parriſh , and herewithall they have their eyes and cares 
abroadc in the Partiſh,cycn faithfull and godly Men , =_ 

obler- 
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obſervinge the common converſation and dealings of their 
Neighbours , doc faithfully informe them how they fynde 
their Neighbours commonly diſpoſed : whither to obſerve 
religiouſly what is Taught them , or to negleR to obſerve 
the ſame, All this they doc, before any of their Pariſhio- 
'ners come to ſuch height of iniquity, as to be publickly ac. 
Cuſed, and procecded again(t in any courte of luſtice ; Yea 
and hereby they ſo prevent peoples ſo offendinge that well 
ncere,rather they by their well directed DoAtryne,and grave 
or Paſtorly Authority , then the feare of the Punil hment 
which is by your Law to bc inflicted, doc bridle and reſtreine 
your people from offendinge your Lawes. Theile,in their 
owne familyes, uſc Morninge and Eveninge Prater , Grace 
before andaficr Meatc , Readinge the Scriptures thorowe in 
time,cvery one of the houſchold their turne or parte. Thciſe 
uſe their family to Repeatinge cf Sermons , andalſo Cate. 
Chiſe them conveniently ofien, If you talke with theiſe, 
you ſhall fynde them religiouſly diſpoſed , affeAinge alſo in 
all conference with Mcn, to leave fome Scedes and gratious 
impreſſions , cither confirminge Men in the faith of ſome 
ſpeciall thinge of the Ghoſpell , ordchortinge them from 
ſome wickedneſs to which they are (by reporte) inclyncable. 
Thciſeare religiouſly courteous , and affable , lovinge their 
Pariſhioners, not for their owne privatc gaine they have by 
them onely, nor onely for neighbourhood and freindfhipp, 
but, (after the example of the Apoſtles) for the evidence of 
their faith,and for the evidence of their receavinge carefully, 
and praQilinge conſcionably the worde of Life. Theiſe 
fhew themſelvs by many apparant Signes,that they love and 
ſccke the Salvation of their People, rejaycinge of the com. 
forteable likelihood of many , and aſſurance of ſome , that 
they ſhall be partakers in the future Glorification, Theile 
are graye in geſture, ſober and mecke in conyerſation : they 


are 
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are deyoute : they are Holy : yea, a Man may by good Signes 
diſcerne , that from a Springe of faith in themſelvs they ex. 
horte others unto faith , and from a ſence of the ſweeteneſs 
of obedience in thern(elys, they incourage or animate others 
to obey the Ghoſpell. In a worde, Theiſe goe before their 
Pariſhioners in thoſe things, vvhereunto by their Preaching 
they exhorte them, This for the Miniſters themſelvs,and 
their familyes ; now conſider the people alſo under them. 
You ſhall fynde here the common voice of the Pariſhio- 
ners to be to this effet : We have, (God be bleſſed)a learned 
anda good Man to our Teacher : he taketh greate paines to 
teach us: he loves us : he is ready to inſtru andteachus , 

cyen in private conference, upon any (cruple of conſcience-: 

he is courteous even tothe mcanelt ofus, ſhewinge alſo by 

evident (ignes, that he heartily deſires the Salvation of our 
Soules, ln theiſe Pariſhes you ſhall fynde in the people,in 

the mcaneſt aſwell as in the greateſt, more knowledge in Di- 

vine Myſteries , then in the Pariſhes formerly written of. 

Here,more evidence of faith of thoſe holy Myſteries, and in 

God andin Chriſteaccordinge to the diretion of thoſe My- 

ſteries. 

Here you ſhall fynde more ſtore of Bibles in fami- 
lies : more readinge in them :. more proffit by readinge 
in them , then in the other Pariſhes, Here , eveninge , 
ifnot morninge and eveninge Praier: Here,gracc before and 
after Meate,and the ſame done with Reverence alſo, and an 
evidence of faith , and feare of God. Here you ſhall fynde 
repeatinge of the Sermons at convenient tymes : Here, cate- 
chiſinge alſo conveniently often. Here,the Neighbours will 
conferr ſome tymes one with another , aſwell of heavenly 
things as of vyordly:yca and this they vvill doe, not tof hew 
w hat they cann ſay of ſuch things,or toget a Maſtery in con- 
ference, but witha mutuall Hope for ſuch things , confir- 
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minge one another in the faith and cſteeme of ſuch things, 
animatinge one another to preferr them in their love and 
deſire, before theiſe yyorldly things, w hich all men have and 
enjoy. Whea I fawethis in ſome, I rejoyced, as one who 
had founde ſome who are anſwerable to that exhortation of 


the Apoltles, where he deſcribinge in ſome meaſure the fu- 


ture reſurretion of our Bodyes, 1. Theſſal.4,17,ſaith: Com- 
forte your ſclys one another vvith theiſe wordes. Doubr- 
leſs where people thus doe, as fit opportunity , and mutuall 
diſpolition of myndcs vvill ſerveghe Lord vvill drawe neere 
to heare thcir talke, openinge alſo their underſtandinges yet 
better,as we reade of him that he did, Luke, 24,1 3- 
Furthecmore,in theiſe Paril hes vve fynde the People, not 
onely to reverence their Paſtor , but heartily ro love bim, 
beinge glad alſo to have occaſion of doinge any thinge , 
w hereby they may manifeſt the Love they beare him. Here, 
there isan abſtayninge from uſuall and unlavvfull ſwearing, 
Here you ſhall not fynde uſvally any exceſs in drinkinge , 
Here,no laſciviouſs, filthy, or beaſtly talke,no bold, luſtfull: 
and filthy geſtures ; but rather you ſhall fynde here the con. 
trary vertues, even an abſtinence from eyell, and yet afree. 
dome of Love and delight as youth requires , butwitha re. 
ſtreinte of ſuch wicked exceſs. Here, in a worde,you ſhall 
fynde a comforteable ſhewe of Godlineſs : Here,a true evi. 
dence of Chriſtian life and converſation, Here therefore is 
indeede,an evidence of the inſeazoninge and habitation of 
the Spirit of God, both in Paſtor, and People : Here a plaine 
evidence, both of the Kingedome of Heaven in Power, and 
alſo of the weakeninge , if not caſtingeout of the contrary 
Kingedome,eyen the Kingedome of Satan. Of thciſe Mi- 
niſters and Pariſhes therefore [rejoice,and for your gratious 
fayour towards them, for their better incouragement in well 
doing,I humbly petition your lacredMajeſtic in this writing, 
Bur, 


$3, 

But, ſome, and too many of theiſ(c, are in the number 6 
thoſe, w hoſe Miniſters are ſilenced, and whoſe people arc re- 
proached with the nick name of Puritanes. My Lord and 
Kinge, I petition not that their errors be ſuffered ; but this I 
pcticion,that the Miniſters leaving their errors, and the pco. 
ple alſo forſakingethem , both Miniſters and People may 
fynde you gratious towards them , by reſtoringe the Mini- 
ſters to their former Miniſtration , and by acceptinge the 
people as the Lights of our Lande for Religion. There 
isno Garden w hero vyeedes will not growezneither doe men 
deſtroy the Garden for the yveedes ſake , bur rather vveede 
out the yveedes and preſerve the Garden ſtill. We may not 
conceave , that none that are true Chriſtians, and have the 
Spirir,fal into any crrors;for Pcter had his error, Galat.2,11: 
and the Churches of Corinth & Galatia had their ſtrayinges 
from the truth , vvhen yet neither Peter was filenced , but 
oncly the error he fcll into withſtoode, nor thoſe Churches, 
forſaken , but onely the vveedes weeded out. And it is truly 
a harde thinge, that Mens Miniſteryes are wholy ſuppreſſed, 
forancrroror twoin Indgement, whereas rather firſt,they 
{ hould be but ſtaied from Preachinge ſuch errors, and after- 
wardes upon obſtinate perſiſtinge, lilenced. But ſeinge ma- 
ny of our learnedand paincfull Divines , whoſe Miniſtry 
hath bene very proffitable in this Church of Englande, are 
wholy for ſome few errors ſilenced, Iam now a petitioner, 
that their Miniſtery may be reſtored, fo as they forſake thoſe 
things which truly are errors in them. And for the pcople, 
I humbly pray , thar leaving to ſpeake againlt Law full Po. 
wers and Offices in the Church, and againſt our Divine Ser. 
vice, & leaving to condemne Gods people in lawfull things, 
thcy may be relieved from thoſe ſcandales which vvicked 
Men caſt npon them. Surely ( Dread Soveraigne ) theiſe 
Congregations vyhere ſilenced Miniſters have bene , doe 
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manifeſtly declare themſclvs to be Gods Sairfts 1n your 
Kingdome; yeal have obſcryed, that vyhere a Miniſter con. 
formablc to rhe Ordinances of our Church , hath ſucceeded 
in the place ofa {ilenced Minitter , Godlinefs hath more and 
more decayed in your Pcople. I vvillnot fayit is the fault 
of their Conformity, God forbid; bur this | ſay,it is the fault 
of their not excrcilinge like Paſtorall dutyes, asthe filenced 
Miniſters excrciſed: and it is the faulr of cur Bil hops not 
preſſinge them to exerciſe ſuch , but rather leavinge them to 
a prejudiciall Liberty in Life and Converſation. 

Thus have Il, (my moſt gra'tous Soveraigne ) adventured, 
to ſet bcfore your vicwe , the diverſe diſpoſitions of your 
People, according to the diverſely diſpoſed Miniſters ſet over 
them. Incedc not now doubt of your Majel.ics quick ap- 
prehention and diſcerninge, whete in your Kingedome the 
KingeJdome of Heaven moſt prevaileth , neither yet w here 
are the beſt evidencyes of the Spirit of God. You have 
given ſuch Signes of your excellent judgement in theiſe 
things, that | rather rcjoice thereof , then infourme you 
oughts ar all. | 

Truc it is, that it is not rigour of Puniſhment , no nor 
Lawes,that vvill bring people on to thciſe holy exerciſes in 
their familyes , and to this bleſſed reſtreinte from ungodly 
converſation, ſo well as the vvorde of God frequently prea- 
ched,& wiſely direed,by a ſkilfull Miniſter Neither is there 
any expeQtation,that a vyholcPeople { hould at an inſtanrbe 
brought to this meaſure of conformity ro the Ghoſpell of 
Chriſte, Yet, if Paril hionall Goverment , might accom- 
pany Pariſhionall miniſtration of the vvorde , the people 
would doubtleſs the ſooner be brought hereunto, Not that 
there ſhould be any violent diſgracinge , or procecdinge 
againſt all that preſently are nor conformable, ( for this were 
to proyoake untymely the people, before the Lords _ for 

their 
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their converſion be come) but that by little and little, with 
Meckencis and Geotlenels , the Pariſhionall Goverrcurs 
dcrawethem on , to conforme themſclvs to the Rules of the 
Ghoſpell, But,whete any family is roo obſtinatc,refulinge 
for longe tyme to exerciſe therein any religious dutycs, thcre 
I humbly pray, that your Majeltie incourage the Parit hional 
Governours,to proceede on orderly againii tuch; for ſuicly,a 
| family that within irs ſelf, doth w holy negleR all pious excr- 
Ciſcs,is neere unto Athcilme , yea though they obſerve cu. 
ſtomarily their comminge to Church, This if your Ma.. 
jeltic vouchlatfe to doe, you {hallſurcly make your Memo. 
riall bleed for ever , even asis the memory of theiſe good 
Kingcs bleſſed , of w hom before | bave yvritten. IF it be 
obiectcd, that Tradition | hews us noevidence, that ever at 
all che Church had ſuch a Goverment by Lay Elders allo as 
which 1 now preſs, (for this is the difficulreſt Change peti« 
tion for) then Lantwere; If ve reccave the Office of Biſhops 
& Arch-Bit hops, becauſeTradition brings them to us, when 
yet we have not any great vvarrant from Scripture, both for 
Biſhops and Arch- Biſhopps , (though indecede for one, ſet 
over Teachers and C hurches we have great cvidence | (hall 
we not much more receave a Goverment by Lay Elders , 
yvhich hath evidence as | have before 1 howen in Scriptures, 
yea though corrupted Tradiiien affoorde us no Light for 
ſuch ? The Lord hath not given ſuch evidence toa Refor- 
mation,w hich hath aymed at the pureſt Tradition onely, as 
to that which hath aymed to Reforme things by his vvorde 
in Scripture; therefore ro Conforme the Offices and Gorver. 
ment Eccl. ſiaſticall , to that vi hich the Scripture gives us 
Light for,is ſu rely moſt acceptableto God, and ſhall receave 
the greate i bleſſinges, Therefore 1 vvill concludethis my 
yvrytinge, firſt vvith a petition ro your Majeſtic, for the ad. 
mittinge of ſuch a Pariſhionall Goverment, (having an eye 
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ratherat the Ordinance of God, as we fynde it in holy Scrip: 
ture, then at corrupccd Tradition and its teſtimony and au- 
thority): and ſecondly with my Praicr to God : That hegive 
you a hearteto executc his will, and eſtabliſh your Throane 
in the Church, continuinge your flouril hinge Kingedomes 
to your ſelfe, and your poſterity for ever. For truly , our 
Chutch prayethwell, where it ſaith : Almighty God, whoſe 
Kiagedomc is cverlaſtinge, and power infinite , have mercy 
upon the whole Congregation, and ſo rule the hearte of thy 
choſen Servante, Iames, our Kinge and Governour, that he, 


| (knowinge whole Miniſter he is ) may above all things ſceke 


thy honour and glory: And that we his Subiefts, (duly conſi- 
deringe vvhoſe authority he hath) may faithfully ſerve, ho. 
nour, & humbly obey him,in thce,and for thee,according to 


thy bleſſed vyorde and ordinance,through IEsus CHRESTE 
our Lord, 


Your &Majeſties Loyall 


Subie, 


THOMAS PROCTOR, 


Faults eſcapedin the Printinge, 
I N the Tytle of the Booke, for conſormably,reade conſormably, 


In the Fetition to the Lords 01 the Parliament, page 3.line 1, 
for Ma'tie , reade Matic. And lyne 4: tor oft, rcade ot. And line 
12. for off, reade of. 

Inthe Petition to the Kiuge,page 6, line 32, for ordeninge, reade 
orderinge. 

Page 7,line 9, for, your Royall Povverſull, reade, your Royall and 

ovvertull. 

Page 7. line 15, for, burnts Offeringes, reade, burnte Offeringee. 

Page 8,line 5, for, over, reade, over. 

Page8,line 11, At conveyed, conceave that a full point ſhould be, 

Page 9,line 7, forno:,reade,not. Line 31,for miply,reade,imply, 

Page 10,line 7,for, rhus, reade, thus. 
Page 11,line 6,for,frow, reade, from. Line 8,at labour, conceave, 
a,vvantinge. Page 12, line 28, for, I vvrite, reade,I vvrite of. 
Page 1,.line 3, for, Preachers ofthe Ghoſpell are may,&c: reade, 
Preachers of the Ghoſpell may, &c: 

Page 14, lines, for , vvho preach the Ghoſpell exempred, reade, 
RN the Ghoſpell are exempred. 

Page 16, line 35,for Talks, reade, Talke. 

Page 17,line 29,at City,conceavea full pointe-vvantinge: and in 
the ſame line,for, for, reade, For. 

Page 20,line 17, for,the Elders Church, reade, the Elders of the 

hurch. 

Page 34, line 1,for,Seripturies, reade, ſcriptures: & for,nſtruction , 
reade, inſtruction. 

Page 36, line 14,for.as ſuperfluous, reade,as are ſuperfluous. 

Page 38,line21,for, Ofticet, reade, Ofiicer. 

Page 39,line 28, for Iudas, reade, Judah. 

Page 45, line 18, for Lands, reade Lande. 

Page 47, line 20, for.petion,rreade, petition. 

Page 49,line 18,for,of.reade, oft 

Page 52,line 3 for and made,reade have made. | 

Page 55,line 2,for but,reade both-and line 5,for uuto,readeunto , 

Page 5 line 17,for alſo and, reade, andalſo. 

Page 60, line 2.for Offeringes, reade Offeringe. 

Page {3 line 3. for Childreu, reade Children. 

Page 67,line 7,for iu,reade in. : 

Page 68.line 12,at idle, conceave a —_— vvantinge. 

Page 69, line 3. for Kingedomes,reade Kingedome, 

Page 72,line 13, for commned,reade commend, 


